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Labor Is With God 





How religious duties and trade 
unionism can go hand in hand we 
learn from a recent item in New 
York’s PM. The story reads as fol- 
lows: 

“Recently one of the Ward (a big 
bread and cake distributor) drivers 
told Hymie (the union organizer) 
that he could not attend an important 
meeting because he had to say Kad- 
dish, a prayer for the dead, in ac- 
cordance with Jewish ritual at 6:00 
p- m. The organizer told him: ‘This 
is an important meeting. Come, and 
I'll see that you are able to say Kad- 
dish.” 

“In the heat of the meeting, Hymie 
forgot his promise. Promptly at 
6 o'clock the bereaved unionist nudg- 
ed Hymie who was caught unpre- 
pared for the moment.” 


“Hymie rose and said to enough 
Jewish drivers to constitute a minyan 
(quorum). ‘Hats on.’ Then to the 
membership, which is 90 percent 
gentile, he explained the interruption: 
‘Our brother here is a good Jew, and 
he wouldn’t want to miss the prayer. 
On the other hand, he is a good union 
member, and he didn’t want to miss 
the meeting.’ 

“After the prayer he said: ‘OK, 
boys, let’s go on with the meeting’.” 

a 


The above brings to mind a story 
current in Soviet .Russia during an 
earlier day when even Bolsheviks still 
had a sense of humor. The story was 
intended as a take-off on the number 
of Jews in local Soviet councils, but 
had a very authentic ring none-the- 
less. 


The story related of a Soviet mili- 
tary tribunal in a small Ukrainian 
town. The judges were weighing the 
case of an elderly Jew who was caught 
engaging in private trading, a thing 
very much illegal and meriting severe 
punishment. As the judges were de- 
liberating, the sun set and the elderly 
man, as was his wont every day, began 
to intone in a loud voice the prayers 
for that part of the day. As he con- 
cluded his prayer, the Bolshevik 
judges promptly rose and reverently 


said Amen. 
on * * 


In the labor communes in Palestine 
God sometimes also créates a problem. 
While religion and conventional re- 
ligious observances are left entirely 
to the discretion of the individuals, 
the majority of the young people who 
formed the communes were not religi- 
ous, in the accepted sense of the 
word. Until recently there were there- 
fore no synagogues in the collective 
settlements. But in most of these set- 
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tlements there were a few old people, 
parents of members, who were 
anxious to conform to all orthodox re- 
ligious requirements. Generally there 
were not enough of them to form a 
minyan (quorum) for group prayer 
and they communed with God indi- 
vidually, on week days. On Satuar- 
days, however, they felt that a quorum 
was highly desirable and would invite 
some of the young men to join them 
in prayer. 

They seldom had any difficulty in 
completing the quorum, as the young 
men were always willing to accomo- 
date them, even at the expense of do- 
ing some praying they would other- 
wise not have done. What is more, 
on ‘such occasions some young man of 
doubtful religious inclinations would 
even consent to act as cantor, if his 
voice qualified him for it. And every- 
one was happy, including God, I as- 


sume. 





But when the high holidays, Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kipur approach- 
ed, the orthodox old people felt that 
no ordinary makeshift would do. For 
such an occasion they wanted a real 
synagogue and the service of a cantor 
whose faith rested on more solid 
foundations. 

They were always accomodated too. 
On the day preceding the holidays 
some ‘wagons would be harnessed and 
the old people would be taken to the 
nearest village or town where a syna- 
gogue existed. 

After the holidays, the old people 
would return fortified in their faith. 
They would nod disapprovingly at 
some of the heretical ways of their 
children. But on the following Satur- 
day, they would again invite their in- 
adequately believing sons to help them 
complete a quorum for purposes of 
group praying. 

S. K. 
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Editorials. of the Month 





A Mournful Anniversary 





NE YEAR AGO THE WAR BEGAN WITH THE 

German invasion of Poland. Today the end 
of the war is not yet in sight. Many cherished 
illusions have been shattered during this year. 
But we have also discovered numerous wells of 
strength. There were moments of despair when 
France rapidly collapsed and it seemed as if all 
was lost and nothing could stop the triumphant 
march of the Nazi legions. But on this annivers- 
ary England still stands firm after weeks of con- 
centrated attack and returns blow for blow. Parts 
of French Africa have rallied to continue the 
struggle and, what is of greatest significance, the 
United States, the most powerful democracy on 
earth has awakened to a realization of the danger. 


Who knows what price in lives the world will 


yet have to pay before the tide of barbarism will 


be effectively checked and turned back? But bleak 
though the coming months may now appear, the 
eventual defeat of Nazism now seems more as- 
sured than at any time since last April. 


Conscription 





AS WE GO TO PRESS IT IS ANNOUNCED THAT THE 
Senate has passed an amended form of the 
Burke-Wadsworth Bill empowering the President 
to draft young men between the ages of 21 and 
30 inclusive. By the time.this journal is on the 
stands this Bill will probably have become law, 
in its present or in a slightly amended form. 


Peace time conscription is a new departure in 
American history. Heretofore conscription has 
only been resorted to in time of war. But in this 
day of total war, the dividing line between peace 
and war has become very vague. Opposition to 
conscription on the basis of this historical prece- 
dent therefore has no serious grounds. 

Far more serious are the arguments of those 
sincere persons who opposed conscription as liable 
to result in a measure of militarization and regi- 
mentation. This is a genuine danger which many 
people will remember from the experiences of the 
immediate post-war period when Palmer held 
sway in the Department of Justice and terrorized 
liberals, radicals and other dissenters by virtue of 
the wide powers vested in his department and the 
hysterical patriotism that then raged. This dan- 
ger will have to be fought energetically by a nation- 
wide insistence on the observance of all civil 
rights. Such a watchful attitude can go a long 
way in squelching any incipient attempts at cur- 





tailing civil liberties and in retaining a sane 
attitude. 


That the young men who will be called to mili- 
tary service will be regimented during the period 
of training is undoubtedly true. It is equally true 
that such training, in itself, is undesirable. Blind 
obedience to a superior is not a quality a democ- 
racy normally wishes to cultivate, nor is an inti- 
mate familiarity with the intricacies of a hand 
grenade the kind of knowledge young people 
should be encouraged in. 


But these are not normal times. None of the 
sincere opponents of conscription denies that the 
United States is threatened and should look to its 
defenses. Nor can any of them show that without 
conscription this country could become sufficiently 
strong to withstand the Nazi onslaughts. The 
various alternate suggestions made, that the base 
pay be raised to encourage volunteering, that vol- 
untary enlistments for one year should be encour- 
aged, and similar ones hardly appear valid as 
substitutes. The volunteer who will be attracted 
by the higher base pay will be just as regimented 
as the drafted young man. The danger facing the 
country confronts all of us, and all should bear the 
burden of defense equally without indirect dis- 
crimination against the needy. 


The only logical objectors to conscription are 
those who because of deeply religious beliefs are 
opposed to bearing arms under any circumstances. 
The convictions of these should be respected. 
Others, who are not bound by such high vows, can- 
not at this time look upon conscription as a matter 
of personal like or dislike. 


We hope that before the Bill becomes law it will 
be so amended as to draft industry as well as man- 
power. If it is not, such additional legislation 
should be demanded by the people. The young 
men who will give up jobs and home life for a year 
in barracks are sacrificing much. At least a sacri- 
fice equal in magnitude should be imposed on in- 
dustry. The examples of France and England 
have also adequately demonstrated how far gov- 
ernment control can make it a vital force for 
victory while non-interference by the government 
in private industry during war time can result in 
chaos leading to defeat. 


The Bill passed by the Senate provides that 
conscription be in force for five years. We can 
only hope at this time that a speedy collapse of 
Nazism may make is possible to abrogate the con- 
scription law at the earliest possible moment. 











Dominion Status for India 





N AUGUST 8TH THE ENGLISH PARLIAMENT 

officially declared its readiness to grant 
dominion status to India immediately after the 
war. In principle this declaration said nothing 
new. Independence for India in the form of do- 
_minion status has been promised on several occa- 
sions during and after World War I. But nearly 
a quarter century passed and nothing came of 
these promises. Britain made haste slowly and 
constantly discovered new difficulties and_hin- 
drances in the path of realizing these promises. 

This time, however, England specified a defi- 
nite time for making good its promise. Never- 
theless the response in India has been skeptical 
because such a promise should have come from 
a strong England and not from an England that is 
without strong friends in Europe and is being sub- 
jected to daily attacks by Germany. It is quite pos- 
sible that in India this promise of independence is 
being considered as a sign of British weakness, as 
an attempt to buy the sympathies of the huge Ind- 
ian population. This skepticism is further enhanced 
by the fear that should England lose the war and 
the totalitarian powers dominate Europe as well 
as Asia, its promise would be worthless. But 
even a victorious England may change its mind 
and break its promise as it had done in the past. 

These doubts in India are justified. England’s 
promise should have been made at least a few 
months before the outbreak of war, and not now, 
when the French and Dutch empires in Asia are 
breaking down and England itself is forced to 
withdraw its garrison from Shanghai. 

But despite these justified doubts we would 
like to hope that India will accept this promise of 
independence as if there was no question about its 
sincerity. By cooperating with England at this 
time, India can lose nothing, but it can, conceiv- 
ably, gain much. Not only the hopes for complete 
independence but even the opportunity to organ- 
ize the struggle for independence will vanish with 
a defeat of England. Should England fall, India 
will undoubtedly be cut up into slave reservations 
for the three (or four, if Russia is included) 
totalitarian powers. 

Common sense and a healthy respect for their 
own interests should tell the vast population of 
India that especially now their fate is closely 
bound up with the outcome of England's conflict. 


The Annexation of Poland 





N OFFICIAL REPORT FROM ROME INFORMS 
that by a decree of Hitler all of Nazi occu- 
pied Poland is to be incorporated into the Third 
Reich. All talk about a measure of autonomy for 
the unfortunate country is thus ruled out. Even 
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the status of a protectorate granted to Czechia 
and Moravia is denied to Poland. 

The incorporation of Poland into Germany 
should not mislead anyone as to the fate of its 
population. The Poles will not be granted even 
those highly abbreviated rights which the Ger- 
mans still enjoy. It has been made amply clear 
by Nazi spokesmen that the Poles will be con- 
sidered and treated as a serf people. As for the 
Jews in the annexed area, we clearly know what 
to expect. Surely they will not be treated any 
more humanely than were the Jews in Germany 
who had lived there for a thousand years. 

No protests against this annexation can be 
expected from any direction. The few small neu- 
trals still left in Europe are living in constant 
terror of becoming Hitler’s next victims. The 
occupied countries cannot speak. England is at 
war with Germany. Russia will surely not pro- 
test. Has not Stalin sold Poland to Germany a 
year ago in exchange for the ethnographically 
related sections of the country? Italy, which has 
in the past been friendly to Poland, will not say a 
word now, fully aware that Germany and not Italy 
is boss. Even the Vatican is silent despite Poland’s 
exceptional place in the Catholic world. The 
Pope himself has become a war prisoner as a 
result of Italy’s entry into the war. 

Only a defeat of Hitler can result in the restor- 
ation of Poland. But the democratic forces that 
can bring about such a defeat are not interested 
in the reestablishment of the Poland that was 
before the war with its faults and injustices. 
Poland will live again when it will become an 
organic part of the democratic world. 


Arabs in the Hebrew University 





_ NUMBER OF ARAB STUDENTS IN THE HE- 
brew University in Jerusalem has of late con- 
siderably increased. Because of the war Arab 
students find it difficult to reach European schools 
(with the exception of those who previously ac- 
cepted the invitation of the German and Italian 
governments to come and be “‘educated”’ at gov- 
ernment expense). In Palestine itself the Hebrew 
University is the only institution of higher aca- 
demic learning. 

The Hebrew University has been open to stu- 
dents of all nationalities and creeds from the very 
beginning. Palestine Arabs were especially wel- 
comed. But the propaganda of the extremist 
Arab nationalists in the past discouraged Arab 
students from attending an institution of a “politi- 
cal enemy,” despite the fact that the staff of the 
university contained eminent authorities on Mos- 
lem history, Arab literature and philology and one 
of the best Arab libraries in the Near East. The 
war has partly broken down the wall between 
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Arab youth and the Hebrew University. This 
will have positive consequences for the students 
themselves as well as for the country. University 
halls are a good place to develop mutual under- 
standing and friendly relations between the stu- 
dent youth of the two main national groups in 
Palestine. 


Equality Reaches the End of the Road 





T IS WITH NO PLEASURE THAT WE AGAIN RETURN 

to the subject of our illustrious contemporary, 
Equality magazine. In order to refresh the inci- 
dent in the mind of our readers, we will briefly 
restate the case. In the July issue of Jewish 
Frontier we called attention to the change of heart 
the editors of Equality seemed to have experienced 
immediately after the Soviet-Nazi pact. We gave 
them due praise for their good work in the past 
but questioned their ‘‘peace” policy which is indis- 
tinguishable from that of the Communist party 
(that, in its turn, at present blends harmoniously 
with the “peace” policy of such progressive groups 
as the Nazi Bund). We did not question the 
right of Equality to pursue any line of reasoning 
they chose, but we did claim that if they so relig- 
iously adhere to the Stalinist line, it is unfair and 
obscene to parade as independents. 


The editors of Equality asked us for an oppor- 
tunity to reply in the pages of Jewish Frontier. 
We replied that we would gladly open our pages 
to them provided they reprint our editorial and 
thus offered the readers of both journals a chance 
to become acquainted with the merits of both sides. 
An unbroken and eerie silence was the only re- 
sponse from Equality. 


Now there lies before us the August issue of 
Equality. This journal seems to have travelled 
a long way during the past two months and is now 
practically at the end of its journey into the Stalin- 
ist camp. The major part of its contents is de- 
voted to the “Peace Mobilization” scheduled to 
be held in Chicago during the first days of Septem- 
ber. Who the authors of this mobilization are is 
a secret known to every babe in arms. In an 
editorial entitled ‘Who Wants Conscription?” 
we are informed by these “independent” defenders 
of democratic rights that ‘‘It seems to us that the 
immediate danger is not so much Hitler over in 
Europe as our Petains and Chamberlains in the 
U. S. A. Stopping Hitler begins at home.” 
Verily, a statement worthy of Coughlin or Lind- 
bergh any day. You, editors of Equality, who 
are full of praise for the Loyalist cause in Spain, 
will you tell us where the boys of the Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade went to stop Hitler? Did they 
only stop him in Madison Square Garden “at 
home” or did they go to Europe? 
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Equality also has a ‘“‘reply” to our editorial. Its 
readers are informed of such important and truth- 
full matters as “Jewish Frontier found occasion to 
carry on ina Mrs. Dilling fashion .. .” and “the 
Frontier is not a very influential or important 
publication...” In a style worthy of a Sunday 
edition of the Daily Worker they imply that we, 
and others like us, are ‘‘muddleheads, turncoats, 
cowards.” But of the real issue involved, not a 
word. No hint must reach the faithful readers 
that others have noticed the disguise. Why carry 
on a frank discussion when it is even more fun to 
fool than to be fooled? When the good work 
of coralling as many Jews as possible under the 
isolationist “‘peace” slogans will have been ac- 
complished, Equality will probably be junked any- 
way by the powers behind the scene, just as Fight 
and other publications of transmission belts of 
days gone by had been junked after they had 
served their purpose. 

With these few remarks we hope to close this 
particular matter. But we are unfortunately quite 
sure that similar occasions will arise in the future. 
Jewish: fears and sense of insecurity will always 
provide fair pickings for self-styled ‘‘defenders” 
who under a cloak of independence will seek to 
make converts for their particular political aims. 








Our Contributors 


Norman Angell is a well known English economist and 
lecturer. He has been active in the cause of the refugees. 
He is the author of “You and the Refugee” and of 
numerous other works on social and economic problems. 

Nathaniel H. Goodrich is a member of the New York Bar 
and is active in Jewish affairs. He has contributed arti- 
cles to the Contemporary Jewish Record. 

Mark Gayn was foreign correspondent of the Washington 
Post in Shanghai. 

M. M. Rosenbaum was an active member of the Social 
Revolutionary party in Czarist Russia. After the Russian 
revolution he settled in Palestine where for a number of 
years he has been living in the collective settlement 
(Kibutz) Naan. 




















Seminary College of Jewish Studies 


through the Israel Friedlander Classes 


offers courses to adults in 


HEBREW LANGUAGE and LITERATURE 
JEWISH HISTORY - RELIGION - CONTEMPORARY 
JEWISH LIFE, ETC. 


Also Professional Training 
For Teaching in Sunday Schools or for Club Work 
“Alertness” Credit for Public School Teachers 





For further information apply to 
ISRAEL FRIEDLANDER CLASSES 
Northeast Corner Broadway and 122nd Street, New York City 
Telephone MOnument 2-7500 
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“ARYAN” IN THE WOODPILE 


Congratulations, dear readers, we are unhappy to inform 
you that Nazi Germany now has a Jewish air marshal. 
This signal honor has recently been bestowed on Erhard 
Milch in recognition of his great services to German 
aviation. 








Aryeh Navon 





Kosher Love in the Third Reich 


But before we start cheering, it is worth noting how Mr. 
Milch overcame the obstacle presented by his race. He 
persuaded his mother to testify before a German court that, 
well, she had been unfaithful, let us put it that way, to her 
lawful spouse. And the result of the extra marital union 
was none other than Erhard, the flying genius. 


There was a time, even in Germany, when any deroga- 
tory remarks reflecting on one’s mother’s virtuous conduct 
were fighting words. But for a type of person such as 
Erhard Milch the situation is now reversed. He will 
welcome the insult and probably implore: “Tell me more. 
Is it really true? Will you testify in court that it is true?” 


And he is a lucky bastard in Germany whose unsuspected 
origins are duly certified in a court of Nazi honor. 
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Britain and the Refugee 


by Norman Angell 





HEN ONE is asked “What is the War Time 
Policy of Britain towards Refugees and 
Aliens?” one can only reply that Britain so far 
has had no policy. But what has happened in that 
matter has a vital concern for America, due to 
face the very problem which Britain has met so 
badly. Just what has happened? 

For some years previous to the present war, 
British policy in respect of refugees was marked 
by the restrictive tendencies which have char- 
acterized the policies of most countries of im- 
migration (including this country), policies rooted 
mainly in the idea that every alien worker admit- 
ted takes a job from a native. During the last 
year or two I, among others, have devoted a 
good deal of energy and ink to trying to show 
that that idea is based upon fallacy; that every 
immigrant is a consumer as well as a producer; 
that the years of large immigration were not years 
of unemployment, but of prosperity; that the 
declining birth rate of all the English-speaking 
countries—the United States, Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand, South Africa—will present us with 


very difficult economic problems which freer 


migration would ease; that there is not a country 
in the British empire that would not benefit by 
immigration and a good deal more to the same 
effect. If the argument did not have much effect 
on actual policy, it at least helped to reveal the 
agreement of qualified economists on these gen- 
eral propositions. 


In the opening months of the war there was 
no general internment of aliens in Britain and 
little change in policy towards them. With the 
invasion of Norway, however, and the demonstra- 
tion of the part played by “‘Quislings”, a clamor 
for the internment of all aliens began in the more 
popular press. It gained volume with the inva- 
sion of Holland and the stories of the way in 
which Germans established advance guards guid- 
ing and assisting the invaders in Holland. Some 
of these for years acted as part of the forces 
which reduced the country to impotence. As a 
first step in Britain all male Germans were re- 
moved from coastal or “protected” areas; all 
aliens, German or not (except, for a time the 
French), were subjected to curfew and other re- 
strictions; the hysteria of the press grew in vol- 
ume; women were included in the internment 
orders as well as men; the very children who had 
been in England in refugee schools since they 
were babies were sometimes included in the 


sweep. 


It was quite clear that Churchill, who had 
meantime become Prime Minister, did not like 
these measures. In a statement in the House of 
Commons he said quite frankly that in the in- 
evitable haste there had not been time to make 
distinctions between friend and enemy; that the 
friends of Britain who found themselves the vie- 
tims of internment should make allowance for war 
time conditions, and consider whether in the event 
of invasion the position of Germans, whatever 
their attitude to Nazism, would be enviable; 
whether, in fact, for their own safety it would 
not be as well that they should be interned. The 
implication moreover of Churchill’s attitude was 
that in a measure of this kind, dictated by purely 
military considerations, he had to leave his tech- 
nical advisers in the war office a free hand. (For 
the control of aliens had been tranferred from the 
Home Office to the War Office.) Much of the 
public meantime argued that at a time when so 
many of the British were giving their lives in the 
fight against Hitler and all were making vast 
sacrifices, refugees could be called upon to give 
temporarily their freedom and suffer hardships 
which in any case were not as great as those suf- 
fered by soldiers in the field. 


All this had a certain plausability, but com- 
pletely missed the point of the grave error of 
policy which the wholesale internment of refugees 
implied. The nature of that error will be indicat- 
ed in a moment. 


But what has just been told is only part of the 
story. 

While it is true that a very large part of the 
popular press was maintaining a raucous anti- 
alien clamor, there was another part which did 
not hesitate to point out the folly of turning 
Britain’s natural allies—refugees from Nazi ty- 
ranny—into possible enemies, by treating them 
as enemies. Not only in the Labor and Liberal 
press did stories of the ill-treatment of refugees 
and protests against it, freely appear. In such 
papers as Edward Hulton’s Picture Post (a pic- 
ture weekly of the Look or Life type) appeared. 
articles dwelling upon the folly of the government’s 
policy, from the point of view of sheer military 
expediency. And then one day something quite 
unusual in journalism happened. 


The group of papers which had been most 
bitter in their attacks upon the refugees, were 
those owned or controlled by Lord Beaverbrook. 
But suddenly, almost from one day to another, 
there took place a complete and magnificent 








en a 


change. The London Evening Standard, the chief 
Beaverbrook organ, opened a campaign for a 
better treatment of the refugee with a leading 
article headed “Shame” which began thus: 

The good repute which we have gained over cent- 
uries for humanity and an inveterate love of free- 
dom, is being wantonly and shamelessly besmirched. 

The article goes on to point out that those 
refugees who, by the treatment they had received 
in Britain, were being driven in so many cases to 
despair and suicide, were men and women “ready 
to serve and work in England, for England’s 
cause was, they believed, the cause of free men 
the world over”’. 


This change in the attitude of so important 
a section of the British press happened to be 
followed by a day-long debate in parliament in 
which the government came in for bitter and 
thorough-going criticism. The attack pressed 
from every quarter and the government had few 
defenders. On the defensive, apologetic, it ad- 
mitted past errors and finally announced that the 
control of refugees would henceforth be taken out 
of the hands of the War Office and returned to the 
Home Office, with the appointment of a House of 
Commons Committee to look after the welfare 
of the internees. The Liberal press in London 
(particularly the New Statesman) still continues 
to hammer at the subject, for reform is slow. But 
reform has set in. 


There are features in this story which have an 
interest for Americans, and particularly for Jews. 

One is that democracy still has some meaning, 
even in war time—and the other is that, even in 
war time, it is possible for democracy to defeat 
its greatest enemy, demagogy. Neither press nor 
parliament in Britain has been silent on this sub- 
ject, and a group of popular newspapers have 
shown that it is possible to abandon the exploita- 
tion of prejudice and folly, to change completely 
to a better and saner attitude and to be followed 
by the public. Lord Beaverbrook who has thus had 
the courage to turn his papers from a bad course 
to a better one (and who is now in the British 
government as Minister for Aeroplane produc- 
tion and is by all accounts doing a remarkably 
sound job) has been described as “the British 
Hearst”. It will be for Americans, optimistically 
or otherwise, to complete or reject a possible 
analogy. 


A further vital point to be noted in the story 
is that the policy adopted, whether bad or good, 
cannot be attributed to a single entity called 
“Britain”. “Britain”, in the sense of the British 
people, was greatly divided. While some—pos- 
sibly quite a tiny minority of somewhat narrow- 
viewed military officials—prosecuted a thoroughly 
bad policy from every point of view, and while a 
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considerable proportion of the people yielded to 
savage tribal emotions of xenophobia on the stim- 
ulus of a mass production press, a great many 
reacted against that phobia, and opposed it with 
success. What might have been “Britain” six 
months ago is not “Britain” today. 


The anthropomorphous personification of a na- 
tion or a people—“‘the perfidious John Bull”, “the 
Jew”—has always been fatal to clear thinking in 
social and political matters. But never has it 
been more mischievous than today. It is indeed 
this precise error which led the British govern- 
ment into its disastrously mistaken refugee policy. 
Virtually every able bodied German in their hands 
was interned—Nazi, anti-Nazi, Jew, Jew-baiter, 
National Socialist, Socialist, Liberal, all lumped 
together as German, and therefore “enemy alien’’. 
The test of a man’s allegiance was to be national- 
ity. All Germans were potential enemies and 
spies, all Frenchmen were friends and allies. (The 
regulations actually exempted Frenchmen from 
the alien restrictions.) What has happened in 
the last seven or eight years in Germany and 
the last seven or eight months in France, reveal 
such a test as complete imbecility. But it also 
implies, of course, complete misunderstanding of 
the nature of this struggle. That struggle is in 
its very essence a revolution—or counter-revolu- 
tion—transcending frontiers. There are, as we 
know, a number of Frenchmen sympathetic to 
Hitler’s effort as there are a number of Germans 
sympathetic to Churchill’s; it is on the face of 
these divisions within each nation that the whole 
of Hitler’s very successful political strategy has 
been based. Hitler has appreciated the political 
importance of these divisions far more than his 
enemies have. He has been able to use a tiny 
minority—as in Norway, Holland, France—to 
undermine the resistance of the majority, while 
the British government (as in the case of Belgium 
and France) has not been able through the major- 
ity to reduce the disruptive and subversive minor- 
ity to impotence. While we were harrying and in- 
terning wretched refugees for fear that amongst 
them there m.zht be a few of Hitler’s spies, 
Hitler was finding his real and effective agents 
among cabinet ministers and in the entourage of 
kings. Had we faced the fact that there was more 
than one France or Belgium or Holland (and for 
that matter more than one Germany) and that it 


-was our business to strengthen the hands of those 


who stood for resistance to Hitler and weaken 
the hands of those who would help him, the re- 


_ sult would have been very different. 


But if the France of to-day is not the France 
that entered the war, neither is the Britain of 
Churchill plus Bevin plus Herbert Morrison plus 
Atlee plus Greenwood the Britain of Chamber- 
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lain plus Simon plus Hoare plus Halifax. Yet one 
finds in many quarters in the United States the 
same tendency to talk of “Britain” as a fixed un- 
changing entity or person; the same thing whether 
it be governed by men drawn from the Labor 
Party and the Trade Unions or from Victorian 
landowners. Everywhere one hears talk of “the 
British Empire” as though nothing had changed 
in the last fifty years. The truth being of course 
that the empire has so far as most of it is con- 
cerned, long since come to an end. 


The editorial in a New York paper dated 
August 26 reads: 
We Americans are warned that our first concern 
is the Battle for Britain. 
When did Britain ever worry about the United 
States of America? That question is one of the 
easiest that could be asked. Far from worrying over 
this republic, Britain, since the day George Wash- 
ington made her a refugee from America, has never 
ceased to wish us evil and has at all times worked 
venomously against us. 
“Britain”, you see, the same single being 
through the centuries, “wishing” this, working for 
that, her, (or is it “his”, for in a different mood 
“she” becomes “John Bull’) psychology being 
such that “she” does these things “venomously”’, 
hatching plots for the destruction of America. 
Just so does one hear of the plots of “the Jew”. 
The Jew note you. 


The editorial from which I have just quoted 
is a protest against the proposal that the United 
States lease naval bases from Britain. The edi- 
torial goes on: 

Once John Bull had won the battle for Britain 
he could be relied upon to find some means of void- 
ing the lease . . . If we had realistic statesmanshi 
in Washington, statesmanship that put the just needs 
and rights of America above all other international 
considerations, Canada would during the past year 
have been seized and incorporated in this Republic 
. . . Smash the grip of the British Fifth Column 
upon our country and the Battle for America is 
won... Then we shall be safe, prosperous and happy 
under the protective folds of Old Glory, and res- 
pected by all lands on earth. 

What purpose, it may be asked, is served by 
quoting from the lunatic fringe of political writ- 
ing? The example is given because, although the 
particular lunacy which accounts for about ninety 
per cent of the above, enters only to a much 
smaller degree into the discussion of international 
affairs generally, it enters to a degree sufficiently 
great to render the organization of effective re- 
sistance to such organized crime as Hitlerism ex- 
tremely difficult and dubious. While Goebbels was 
not able to ensure publication in the French press 
before or during the war of the kind of stuff just 
quoted (he certainly would not have desired to use 
writing of that kind) he did ensure enough sug- 
gestions that this was “Britain’s”’ war, or the war 
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of ‘“‘world Jewry” to make the task of the Fa- 
scists and defeatists in France very much easier 
than it would have been otherwise. 


In the last issue of the Jewish Frontier Shlomo 
Grodzensky paints a little picture thus: 

In a subway train two hefty. Jewish boys hang on 

to straps. From among their legal text books pro- 

trude copies of the Daily Worker. Well, one ex- 


claims, the god-damned British are catching it. 
You said it! 


They sure deserve it! 


Deserve it? Say, I'd like to see the first air attack 
on London. It'd be nice to see the Germans marching 
into Chamberlain’s capital. 


Grodzensky says very rightly that “this is the 
symptom of a disease, a collective malady for 
which no name has yet been found”. It is the 
same malady of course which gives us anti-Semit- 
ism. To the young students whom Grodzensky 
described Britain has been engaged in plots 
against the freedom of the world just as for 
certain Gentile groups the Elders of Zion have 
been so engaged. When a Jewish student describes 
how “the British cut off the hands of every Hindu 
who dares weave his own cloth” he is supplying to 
the myth of British tyranny the element which 
anti-Semites for centuries have supplied to the 


myth of Jewish tyranny in their stories of ritual 
murder. 


The very first book of which this present writer 
was guilty—a book provoked by the Boer War 
and by what preceded it—was an indictment of 
British imperialist tendencies as sharp and bitter 
as he was able to make it. And in the forty years 
which have followed that book he has been a 
severe critic of the policy pursued by most British 
governments during that time. But he has tried 
not to close his eyes to plain fact. And the plainest 
fact about Britain’s imperialist policy of the last 
seventy or eighty years is a tendency, on the whole 
constant, towards de-imperialization, towards, 
that is, the lessening of the power of the imperial 
center, the imperium, and the increase of the au- 
tonomy of what formerly. were colonies. The 
colonies have indeed become independent states, 
on a footing of equality with Britain. Britain be- 
ing a Dominion among others. The independence 
for which the thirteen colonies had to fight, has 
been won by Australia, Canada, New Zealand, 
South Africa, without fighting. Over most of the 
“imperial” area the empire has come to an end. 

To indict Britain, as many on the Left both in 
this country and in Britain itself do, for “im- 
perialism”, in the sense of an attempt to retain 
power in London, or of refusing “independence,” 
is to bark up the wrong tree. ‘“Independence”’ is 
no solution of the national or nationalist problems 
of the modern world. Indeed, it is obvious that 
it is precisely the popular emphasis on “national 
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independence” which has placed non-German Eu- 
rope within Hitler’s power. He has been able to 
overcome almost a score of nations because they 
refused to hang together. He was able therefore 
to destroy them in detail, to hang each separately. 
If in the period since the last war the emphasis 
had been upon the need of integration, co-opera- 
tion of nations in resistance to evil, the need for 
such limitation of independence as would make 
co-operation and consolidation for defense pos- 
sible, the Nazi power to-day would not stand 
where it does. The fault of Britain has not been 
“imperialism” in the sense of the refusal of au- 
tonomy or independence, but too great a tendency 
to. “pass the buck” of local difficulties to the local 
people; to yield, as in Palestine, too readily to 
the man on the spot because so to do relieved 
Whitehall of responsibility. Would “independ- 
ence”’ solve the problems of Palestine? 


In politics it is never a choice of alternatives 
one of which is entirely good and the other entire- 
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ly bad. Wisdom consists in the choice of the 
lesser evil. But to be able to choose between evils 
and accept the lesser demands a sense of propor- 
tion, a realization that “degree is the essence of 
truth”; that though a Churchill and a Hitler gov- 
ernment may both be guilty of tyranny, the guilt 
is so different in degree as to be different in kind. 
Bad as has been the British treatment of refugees, 
the fact which distinguishes the British situation 
from the German is that the British press, and 
public and Parliament have been free, even in war 
time and when the country stood in mortal peril, 
to criticise the policy, attack the government and 
compel reform. Had similar liberty existed in 
Germany the race laws could never have been 
enforced. 


To say that because Churchill has some evil to 
his account we need not therefore oppose Hitler, 
is to be guilty of treason to reason, to truth and 
our future freedom. 


Joe McWilliams Runs for Congress 


by Nathaniel H. Goodrich 





dale enbinenig in American politics is not 
new. A number of elected and appointed of- 
ficials have been guilty of this in the past, but none 
of them ran for office on an anti-Semitic plat- 
form. During the past few years the American 
political scene has witnessed the emergence of 
self-acknowledged anti-Semites for public office, 
but none who were frank enough to label them- 
selves have been successful. As a matter of fact, 
none of these candidates ever seemed to have 
even a chance of success or managed to catch 
the public fancy outside of their immediate baili- 
wicks until Joseph E. McWilliams came along. 
Joseph E. McWilliams is a candidate for the 
Republican nomination for Congress in the 18th 
district in New York. The. modesty of this, his 
first attempt to run for political office, is in 
marked contrast to the destiny he has set for 
himself. For Joe wants to be the American 
fuehrer, and he has started toward his goal by 
announcing that he is the anti-Jewish candidate. 
He may or may.not achieve his ambition. If he 
fails, it will not be for want of effort on his part. 
Reversing the dictum of Horace Greeley, Joe 
McWilliams, Oklahoma-born and raised in Texas 
and California, came East. His career until then 
was completely undistinguished, a fact which has 
since held true. In the Spring of 1939, however, 
he entered upon a new phase of activity which, 
while of doubtful distinction, gained for him con- 


siderable notoriety and by the standards of his 
present profession, a certain amount of success. 
For Joe McWilliams, who tried his hand at 
everything ‘from being a Texas cowboy to a 
drugstore cowboy, discovered in 1939 a new and 
slicker racket—anti-Semitism. 


McWilliams’ contribution to anti-Semitism has 
been the creation of the Christian Mobilizers and 
the American Destiny Party. He has rallied 
about him men with criminal records, Nazi and 
Fascist agitators, rabble-rousers and rabble. For 
a time he is believed to have planned an American 
counterpart to Hitler’s Mein Kampf but as yet 
the cause of belles lettres has not been endowed 
with any such work. McWilliams, a believer in 
action rather than words and preferably a com- 
bination of both, is carrying his campaign to the 
people of Yorkville through the medium of a 
covered wagon and a team of horses and what 
purports to be a copy of Diogenes’ Lamp. 


Joe claims to have been born on March 23, 
1904 in Hitchcock, Oklahoma, on a Cheyenne In- 
dian Reservation, of a mother of Indian descent 
and a father of Irish descent. According to his 
own testimony his family were pioneers and when 
he was six weeks old they moved to the high 
western country of Oklahoma whgre they settled 
in a place called Beaver which is near a little 
town called La Camp. While living at La Camp 
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he attended a school called the Lone Star and 
later went to the Consolidated High School at 
Hitchcock. His family moved to Colorado when 
he was about 16 or 17 years old but remained 
only a short while before moving on to Perrytown 
in the Texas Panhandle where his family still 
resides. Complete details of his early history 
are conflicting. There are stories to the effect 
the he was expelled from the Perrytown High- 
school for making a speech attacking Woodrow 
Wilson but it is not known whether he had any 
schooling after leaving Oklahoma. In Perrytown 
he worked as a day laborer, ranch hand and 


foreman ona construction job. At the age ofa. 


18 he left Texas and went to Los Angeles. He 
stayed there for a couple of years, returned to 
Perrytown, and in 1925 came to New York. 


McWilliams possessed a certain skill as an 
inventor. He developed an instrument known as 
the 444 giant grip plier and was employed for 
two to three years by the tool company to which 
he sold his invention, and its successor. He ap- 
parently earned a comfortable living but because 
he never saved much money, frequently found it 
necessary to borrow from his friends, who were 
mainly Jews. He was also employed for a while 
as a security salesman and by a hosiery firm as a 
salesman traveling through the South. In 1932 
McWilliams consummated a deal with the Gil- 
lette Safety Razor Company whereby they bought 
a patent for a razor he had developed for which 
he received approximately $20,000. Shortly 
thereafter he married. Since the early 1930's 
he lived at different times with different people, 
most of whom were Jewish, and with whom he 
continued to be friendly and fairly intimate until 
1939. Jewish friends are believed to have sup- 
plied the capital for some of his inventions, one 
of which was a ladies’ umbrella in the hollow 
handle of which a pair of rubbers could be 
carried. 


He suffered from time to time from rheumatic 
fever and found it necessary to go South during 
cold weather. During most of these trips he 
continued to receive money from the persons 
with whom he had been affiliated so that he found 
no difficulty in getting along. He is believed to 
have been interested in Communism for a long 
time and attended classes at the New Workers 
School. When he first made his entry into the 
anti-Semitic movement in 1939, he was described 
as a former member of the Communist Party in 
a leaflet announcing his appearance as a speaker 
at a meeting of the American Patriots, an anti- 
Semitic organization run by Allen Zoll, who is 
now under indictment for attempted extortion 
growing out of the anti-Semitic picket lines at 


Station WMCA in New York. 
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Although his formal education ceased after 
high school, he is extremely well-read and manages 
to keep himself informed on a wide variety of 
topics. In the summer of 1938 he attended WPA 
speaking classes for three or four months, where 
he was extremely popular and known as an ex- 
cellent speaker. By religion he is Protestant but 
he is known to have attended Hindu services at 
Caravan Hall at 116 East 59th Street, New 
York. He dabbled in Yogi and regards himself 
as a follower of Nietzsche, whose concept of the 
superman is well calculated to appeal to a man 
who considers himself in that class. The adapt- 
ability to circumstances which stood him in good 
stead through his early years developed a keen 
sense of opportunism. It may be for this reason 
that he saw in anti-Semitism a fertile field for 
the future. It is typical of all his many anti- 
Semitic harangues that he has never explained 
how or why he turned to anti-Semitism, but turn 


he did. 


a Oe? Se ’ 


In the Spring and summer of 1939, New York 
City was the scene of anti-Semitic street meetings 
and disturbances centering about Father Coughlin 
and the Christian Front. Ever since Father 
Coughlin had refused to submit advance manu- 
scripts of his speeches for examination by the 
authorities of station WMCA, New York anti- 
Semites convened weekly at the station on a picket 
line where anti-Semitic signs were carried and 
imprecations were hurled at passersby whose ap- 
pearance was Jewish. The Christian Front began 
to hold meetings on street-corners where anti- 
Semitic speakers held forth. Vendors of Social 
Justice in the midtown area appeared in large 
numbers and street fights were frequent. Arrests 
numbered over 200 by midsummer. 


But the Christian Front was not as bold in 
its anti-Semitism as some of its members desired. 
These seceded and formed the Christian Mobil- 
izers under the leadership of Joe McWilliams, 
concentrating their efforts in the South Bronx 
area. Prior to the formation of the Mobilizers, 
McWilliams had tried his luck at taking over the 
leadership of already existing groups, but was 
unsuccessful. He had appeared as a speaker at 
meetings of the American Nationalist Party, the 
Crusaders for Americanism, and the American 
Patriots, where he had been billed as a former 
member of the Communist Party. Strikingly 
handsome, and knowing it, he made a great im- 
pression on the women in the movement. But the 
men remained adamant; so Joe started out on 
his own. 


In its early days the Mobilizers received sup- 
port from the German American Bund, which 
was rapidly falling into public disrepute following 
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its notorious Washington’s Birthday celebration 
in February, 1939. In August McWilliams led 
a motorcade of Mobilizers from one of their 
meetings to a Bund gathering in Astoria, where 
he marched in like a conquering hero between 
rows of members of his Guard unit. On August 
27, 1939, he was a guest speaker at Camp Sieg- 
fried. It was during this month, too, that Joe 
reciprocated the hospitality of the Bund when the 
Christian Mobilizers held an open air rally at 
Innisfail Park where the principal speakers were 
the Bund Fuehrer, Fritz Kuhn, and George Death- 
erage of the American Nationalist Confederation 
and the Knights of the White Camelia. Joe Mc- 
Williams had come into his own as a full-blown 
leader of Nazism in the United States. The bogey 
of Jewish communism was the theme for most 
of the speakers at street corner meetings run by 
the Mobilizers. But his patron saint, Adolph 
Hitler, signed a treaty with Soviet Russia and 
the European war began on September 1, 1939. 
With anti-Semitic, pro-Nazi propagandists seek- 
ing cover from the impact of America’s anti-Nazi 
sentiment, it began to look as if Joe had managed 
to catch the boat in time, but the boat appeared 
to be sinking rapidly. 


a 


Joe thereupon began a series of pilgrimages to 
some of America’s older anti-Semitic propagand- 
ists. He visited James True in Washington, was 
photographed with this outspoken disseminator 
of the products of the Erfurt Nazi propaganda 
machine, and came back feeling more secure. He 
went to Atlanta where he saw General Moseley. 
Following his return he was accused by the Cath- 
olic publication Wisdom of having become a mem- 
ber of the Ku Klux Klan. This so incurred the 
wrath of his followers that they threatened to 
picket the Paulist Fathers Church, but city au- 
thorities put a stop to that. He had always spoken 
highly of Father Coughlin and from time to time 
conducted meetings in his name. 


The October 14, 1939 issue of the Christian 
Mobilizer, the then publication of the organiza- 
tion, announced ‘“‘The Christian Mobilizers who 
have supported the constructive social program of 
Father Coughlin and regard the Royal Oak 
patriot as their spiritual leader will hold a ‘Father 
Coughlin Birthday Ball’ on October 25th in com- 
memoration of Father Coughlin’s birthday .. . 
Net proceeds, Mr. Joseph McWilliams declared, 
will be forwarded to Royal Oak to help carry on 
the Americanization work of Rev. Charles E. 
Coughlin.” The proceeds of this dance were 
forwarded to Royal Oak but they were returned. 
For a bombshell had burst in the Mobilizers’ 
camp. 

Joe had never been very particular about his 
followers. All he wanted was to get more each 
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day. He had formed a Guard Unit, patterned 
on the Storm Troops organized by Hitler. Ap- 
pealing to “able bodied Christian Americans” 
with the call that “Christian America needs you,” 
he advertised that they would be “Taught every 
art of self defense—Jiu Jitsu—Boxing—Wres- 
tling—physical and Military Training’. The 
captain of his guard or defense unit was John 
Olivo and later John Zitter. His corps of speak- 
ers included men named Edmund Vincent Burke, 
Edwin Westphal and Joseph Hartery. Just as 
was the case with the early members of the Nazi 
party in Germany, all of these men had criminal 
records. Zitter had been convicted for burglary 
in the past, Olivo for rape, Burke for burglary, 
Westphal for burglary and violation of the copy- 
right laws, and Hartery for pandering. The reve- 
lation of these facts not only created consterna- 
tion within the ranks of the Mobilizers but even 
offended the doubtful sensibilities of their street 
corner followers and others who were engaged 
in anti-Semitism. 


Just prior to these revelations Joe had sought 
to graduate from the street brawl status of anti- 
Semitism through his pilgrimages to True and 
Moseley. He had also sought to attach himself 
to a number of self-styled patriotic groups that 
converged on Washington following the outbreak 
of the European war to lobby against revision 
of the American Neutrality Law. The combina- 
tion of the revelations about his co-workers, the 
impact of the war on Nazi propagandists, and 
the rising anti-Nazi sentiment in America almost 
put the Christian Mobilizers out of business. By 
November, 1939, McWilliams was down and out, 
but he gathered about him some of his less vulner- 
able followers and carried thru the winter of 
1939 and 1940 with indoor meetings in the Bronx 
at Triboro Hall and Eblings Casino. His news- 
paper The Christian Mobilizer had appeared 
only twice and was no longer being published. 
Its pages had been filled with anti-Semitic dia- 
tribes and every here and there was scattered the 
admonition “Buy Christian”. For want of a bet- 
ter sales point the “Buy Christian” idea became 
the focal point of Mobilizer activities in the 
winter of 1939-1940. Little booklets were pub- 
lished containing stubs which Mobilizers were 
urged to detach and present to their merchants 
when making purchases. Each stub read ‘Mr. 
Christian Merchant: the Christian Mobilizers 
slogan is ‘Buy Christian’ and that is why I bought 
here. Courtesy of the Christian Mobilizers.” 
The covers of the booklets bore the following 
legend: “Always carry one of these books with 
you. Whenever you make a purchase of any kind 
no matter how small or large tear off one of the 
sheets of the book and give it to the merchant 
when making your payment. Let him know 
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through this method the Christian Mobilizers are 
supporting him and that the Christian Mobilizers 
should have his support in return.” 


Throwaways advertising meetings of the 
Christian Mobilizers bear large portraits of Mc- 
Williams whose vanity is exceeded only by the 
virulence of his anti-Semitism. With the advent 
of the political campaigns in 1940 these circulars 
began to contain scurrilous statements about 
American Congressmen. “The proof that they 
are controlled or intimidated is.that not one of 
the New York Gentile Congressmen has spoken 
out using the word ‘Jewish’ to attack Jewish in- 
ternationalism, Jewish conniving, Jewish machina- 
tions, Jewish communism, or Jewish war-monger- 
ing,” they read in part, winding up with the cry, 
“America has a terrific destiny. Let’s go out and 
meet it.” 


McWilliams’ plan for meeting this terrific desti- 
ny was to run for Congress in the Yorkville 
district. It is interesting to note that although 
he conceives an American destiny and stresses his 
own Americanism he had to move into the strong- 
hold of Nazism in New York to wage his cam- 
paign for Congress. He organized his own politi- 
cal vehicle, the American Destiny Party, the sym- 
bol of which is a prairie wagon encircled in a ring 
of stars. This was designed to typify the pioneer 
spirit of America to which McWilliams laid claim 
by reason of his Western place of birth. 


It is his custom to conduct street corner meet- 
ings from the back of a covered wagon on the 
streets of New York City three or four times a 
week. A consummate showman, he times his ap- 
pearances to gain a theatrical effect. After two 
or three rabble rousers have held forth and a 
crowd has gathered, McWilliams is announced 
as the next speaker. An expectant hush falls over 
the crowd as out on the tail board of the wagon, 
holding aloft a lantern, steps handsome Joe. It is 
his wont to cast the rays of his lamp about and 
to announce mockingly that he is a twentieth 
century Diogenes seeking an honest Jew. As 


vilification after vilification spills from his lips, 


the avid listeners literally howl for more. Because 
his obscenities have been the cause of his arrest 
he has sought to insulate himself from liability by 
the cute trick of referring to “Eskimos—God’s 
frozen people” rather than refer explicitly to 
Jews. Whatever else may be true about him, it 
cannot be denied that he possesses considerable 
oratorical ability that is not without its appeal 
to American admirers of Nazism. He has the 
knack of rising to the occasion with a neat turn 
of a phrase. The only thing that seems to perplex 
and baffle him is when members of his audience 
applaud the name of Roosevelt, Lehman or La- 
Guardia. For Joe’s customary manner of re- 
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ferring to them is best illustrated by his remarks 
at a meeting held in Ebling’s Casino on June 12, 
1940, where he stated: ‘There are three top 
elected officers in the United States; the second 
most important officer in the United States is 
Mayor of New York City, the third most im- 
portant officer is Governor of New York, and 
the first most important is President. And in the 
second most important you have LaGuardia, a 
kike, and the Governor of New York is a kike, 
and the President is worse than a kike— 
Roosevelt.” 


The Christian Mobilizers originally planned to 
run more than one of their members for public 
office. Besides McWilliams, it was announced 
that James Stewart would run for Congress :in 
the 20th Congressional District. He has not as 
yet taken any steps to do so. James Downey, 
another Mobilizer, filed petitions for the nomina- 
tion for Assemblyman on the Republican ticket 
in Yorkville, but his petitions were thrown out 
because he could not meet residence requirements. 
McWilliams originally intended, as did his co- 
horts, to run on their own American Destiny 
Party ticket. But like Downey, Joe has filed peti- 
tions for the Republican primaries, in which he 
will be opposed by James Blaine Walker. 


Joe McWilliams’ sympathisers and advisors 
do not always appear in public with him. Besides 
his contacts with Deatherage, Kuhn, Moseley, 
and True, he has been in conference with a num- 
ber of individuals in New York who are best 
described as intellectual fascists. On March 4, 
1940, his guest of honor at a meeting of the 
Mobilizers was none other than Congressman 
Jacob Thorkelson, who during his one term in 
Congress has filled the Congressional Record with 
pages of anti-Semitic propaganda. It was on the 
occasion of this meeting that Thorkelson made 
his famous defense against the charge of anti- 
Semitism. “I am not anti-Semitic,” he stated. 
“T think the Arabs are a wonderful people. The 
only anti-Semitic people in the United States are 
the ones who are encouraging the Palestinians to 
fight the Arabs in their own country.” 


Another McWilliams supporter is Father 
Charles E. Brophy of the Church of the Precious 
Blood, Long Island City. Despite the fact that 
the Catholic publication Wisdom had accused 
McWilliams of joining the Klan and that even 
Father Coughlin had to disavow McWilliams’ 
support, Father Brophy spoke at a meeting of the 
Christian Mobilizers in Vasa Temple in the 
Bronx in July, 1940. 


The viciousness of the propaganda spouted by 
McWilliams and his ilk defies description. As- 
sociated with him at present is one John Gaede, 
alias Henry George Curtiss, who publishes the 
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weekly American Bulletin, mouthpiece of the 
Mobilizers and the American Destiny Party. This 
four or five page mimeographed paper may never 
attain the status of Streicher’s Der Stuermer, but 
it is making a pretty valiant try. 

Although McWilliams has stated that this 
country will be better off when there will be no 
Democrats, Republicans, Socialists, or Commun- 
ists, he finds it necessary today to sing the praises 
of the Republican party, on whose ticket he has 
chosen to run. His seeming loyalty to the G.O.P., 
however, has not been of much value to him, 
nor has his decision to support Willkie against 
Roosevelt as the choice of the lesser of two evils. 
His support has been emphatically repudiated by 
Mr. Willkie. 


McWilliams makes no bones about the fact 
that if he ever becomes America’s Fuehrer, this 
country will be as thoroughgoing a dictatorship 
as any that exists. He plans to send all Jews to 
Madagascar. He is as anti-British as the Ger- 
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mans and for a long while has advocated that the 
United States seize British and French possessions 
in the western hemisphere. 


There are certain similarities between him and 
Adolf Hitler. Like Hitler, McWilliams is an 
abstainer. He is very particular about his diet 
and at the slightest sign of indisposition is known 
to take to bed with a batch of patent medicines 
and a number of books to enable him to read up 
on the possible causes of his illness. At times 
like these he tends toward morbidity. 


His sincerity is not above suspicion. The fact 
that he lived and worked with Jews for 14 years 
has caused some of his followers a good deal of 
uneasiness from time to time. His motives had 
been questioned by anonymous sources in anti- 
Semitic circles. Certainly his characteristic op- 
portunism will never stand in the way of any 
decision he decides to make. How far he will 
go cannot be guessed at. But he definitely is 
a man to be on guard against. 


As We Don Uniforms 


by Shlomo Katz 


Nofes of an as yet Unconscripted Soldier 





So it comes about that we are unable to name 
any great “positive” good for which we can 
be said to be fighting. But it is not necessary 
that we should; there is no harmony in the 
nature of things, so that from time to time 
great and useless sacrifices become necessary, 
merely that whatever precarious “good” the 
world has achieved may be just preserved. 
These sacrifices are as negative, barren and as 
necessary as the work of those who repair 
sea walls. 

.T. E. HULME. 


tel THAT conscription is around the corner 
and we may wake up any day to the sound of 
a bugle and the routine of barrack life, it seems 
as if this eventuality had been ever present in the 
subconscious backyard of our minds all through 
years of peace; as if we had known all along that 
the peace we had enjoyed was only a mirage liable 
to vanish at any moment and hurl us back into the 
the true reality of war and violence. I am not 
referring to the pledges against war we took in 
college and to the anti-war slogans we repeated 
enthusiastically or dutifully as befitted civilized 
young people. These undoubtedly helped keep 
the possibility and likelihood of war before our 
eyes, but they were not as important and signifi- 
cant as might have seemed. There was a trans- 
perent, skin-deep quality about them, as if they 
were the proper things to say but completely in- 


adequate to exorcise the evil they spoke against. 
Deep within most young people who will now be 
called to the army war continued to live, a haunt- 
ing nightmare whose inevitability was implicitly 
taken for granted even when explicitly denied. 
There was no peace even though the cannon were 
silent. 


In 1917 Trotsky offered his famous suggestion 
for a way out of Russia’s dilemma of that day; he 
recommended the policy of a cesssation of hos- 
tilities without a declaration of peace. He was 
voted down at that time, as everyone knows, but, 
vote or no vote, his policy went into effect, not 
only in Russia, but throughout the world to a large 
extent. Diplomats met ‘and signed treaties, but 
there was no peace. Many of us who reached 
maturity in the twenties and thirties as well as 
countless men who had been old enough to fight 
in the first world war, went about like soldiers on 
leave, a prolonged leave, to be sure, but one that 
could be cancelled at any moment. 


It is hard to define what that state of mind 
meant in concrete terms. It consisted of a mixture 
of irresponsibility and resignation, of fatalism and 
abandon, of cynicism and a certain vague faith 
that something would eventually happen, of the 
bitterness of people doomed and the elation of the 
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, remote from his home town. 


chosen. And above all there was the sense of 
being in the midst of an unfinished process, there 
were scores still to be settled, and before that was 
done there could be no inner peace. 

* * 2K 


“It’s a small world” is a very trite and shop- 
worn cliche. In addition it is also incorrect. It’s 
true enough that the Atlantic can now be crossed 
in one day and the American continent can be 
spanned in less than one day, yet these and similar 
statements, true enough in themselves, do not alter 
the very important fact that it remains a very large 
world unencompassed by the individual except in 
very rare, almost non-existent cases. The ordi- 
nary man and woman who lives in New York City, 
or Kalamazoo or Blue Grass Junction may be ever 
so kindly and disposed to sympathize with his fel- 
low beings, he or she may be ever so understand- 
ing, yet, with the exception of the rare cases re- 
ferred to above, the citizen of Kalamazoo remains 
unable really to grasp what is going on in places 
He reads in his 
favorite newspaper or magazine about fascism, 
Nazism, persecution, savagery. He responds in 
a civilized manner with sympathy and compassion, 
but is seldom deeply moved personally. These 
things he reads about take place far away. Morally 
he condemns them; personally he remains un- 
touched. For him it is still a large world, not 
abbreviated one inch by the fact that it can be 
rapidly crossed. He continues to live with his 
own family, his immediate neighbors. In a less 
concrete but still immediate fashion he shares and 
reacts to the fate of the country. Outside the 
borders of his country, whether it be several hun- 
dred yards across the Rio Grande or several thou- 
sand miles to China or Germany, everything 
merges into an indistinct and remotely alien sphere 
whose experiences fail to affect him deeply. The 
average person today is still far from being a 
world citizen; he is still primarily a citizen of his 
community and his horizon very frequently coin- 
cides with the physical horizon. 


While the above should be modified to exclude 
a considerable number of people who are them- 
selves immigrants in whose minds live memories 
of other lands and people, basically the situation 
is not profoundly changed by this group. Young 
people too have this attitude and the natural 
idealism and enthusiasm of youth are easily can- 
celled out by the narrowness of their experiences 
which limit them to keen awareness of their own 
environment only. 


This accounts in great measure for the fact 
that while an overwhelming majority of the people 
of this country are in sympathy with Eagland and 
her allies and would support measures to aid the 
fight against Nazi Germany, there is nevertheless 
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a marked lack of enthusiasm. People are not 
stirred up as deeply as one might expect consider- 
ing the merits of the cause. 


There is the additional factor that the present 
war is negative in character. It is being fought 
to prevent rather than to accomplish something. 
The slogans of the war of 1914-1918 may have 
been false. But at the time they had a compelling 
force—a world made safe for democracy, free- 
dom for oppressed nationalities, a war to end 
wars. Once convinced of these principles a man 
could then go to battle in the belief that he is 
contributing his life for a better future. Today 
there is and can be but one slogan and one purpose 
—Stop Hitlerism! 


Isn’t that enough? Of course, it is a reason 
compelling enough. No man will fight with as 
much determination as the one who is attacked, the 
one who is set upon by gangsters or wild animals. 
Perhaps, in the final analysis, no fight is as justified 
as a fight in self defense. Who knows whether 
there is any abstract ideal worth the shedding of 
even one drop of blood or justifying the hate en- 
gendered in the attainment of that ideal? 


But the man in England, who is already in the 
fight, as well as the man in the United States, who 
will now only be trained to meet the possible threat 
of the fascist legions, determined and willing 
though they be, are haunted by the question: And 
then what? Suppose, as we all hope, Germany and 
Italy will be defeated and with them will collapse 
the regimes of tribal fascism as well as the network 
of agents and fifth columns which they maintain to 
sap the life blood of other countries. What will 
happen then? Will we not merely return to an 
order of things which is certainly far from perfect, 
an order so many manifestations of which we have 
sharply criticized in the past and still do not ap- 
prove? This present social system with its under- 
privileged one-third of the nation, with its polite 
(when compared to Nazi practices) racial discrim- 
inations will still be with us. Today we are 
humbly ready to take the good with the bad to 
avoid a far greater evil. But in our minds, know- 
ing that this is not the time to speak of it because 
such speech will give aid and comfort to the enemy, 
we fear the familiar cycle that may again follow, 
the cycle of post war let-down and depression, then 
maybe a minor boom, then the major post war 
depression with all its dreadful implications and 
then—then perhaps another war for a cause still 


_ unforeseen, fust as we have felt in our blood the 


coming of war during the past twenty years, even 
though we never dreamed that it would take its 
present shape, a struggle against a new medieval- 
ism and for the reassertion of humane principles 
that we had come to take for granted as self evi- 
dent and almost trite cliches. ' 
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Otherwise, were it not for these two factors, it 
would be inexplicable indeed that many thousands, 
entire legions, had not rushed from neutral lands 
to volunteer their services and their possessions in 
a conflict the justice of which none but a Nazi 
sympathizer will question. 


* K ok 


And what of us, as Jews? Of course, we are 
subject to the same influences and conditioning 
forces as all other sections of the population. The 
Jewish young man or woman who has suffered un- 
employment or discrimination cannot entirely 
eradicate these experiences from his mind and 
continues to be aware that these scars were gained 
in a democratic country. Nevertheless the Jewish 
response to events in Europe, a response that is 
not much less complacent than that of his non- 
Jewish neighbors, is puzzling. This is true even 
when we rule out the communist element among 
us, an element that suffers from a form of hysteria 
not uncommon among oppressed or underprivi- 
leged people. The depressing fact remains that 
even aside from this small group the majority of 
young Jews remain far more cool to the conflict in 
Europe than one would expect. . 


If they do not respond with any too great 
enthusiasm to specific Jewish national appeals, 
that can be explained, or explained away. A 
process of assimilation has been at work, we say, 
cultural ties have broken down, the feeling of 
unity with the Jewish people as such has faded to 
imperceptability. Whether these arguments are 
entirely correct or not, at least they have a sem- 
blance of reason. 


But in the present instance it is different. Even 
the young Jew, who has no interest in the “Holy 
Land” or in “the country named Palestine that is 
located somewhere in Jerusalem,” knows that 
neither his ignorance nor his indifference, faked or 
real, will stand him in good stead should Hitler 
win and Hitlerism triumph throughout the world. 
The conflict is forced upon him whether he wishes 
to take up the challenge or not. And yet it is 
safe to state that the majority of Jewish youth in 
this country today do not feel very deeply involved. 
For them, too, the spiritual and social horizon 
frequently coincides with the physical one. 


In discussing the world situation with a non- 
Jewish friend, he stated that my vehement par- 
tisanship for England is mostly due to the fact that 
I am a Jew. I declared that it was not quite so, 
that while my Jewishness may lend point to the 
partisanship, there are enough general, humane 
considerations to make anyone fiercely partisan. 
“But,” he added, “you will admit that should any 
non-Jew wish to save his skin in case of a Hitler 
victory he could do so by throwing all his prin- 


ciples overboard and joining the howling pack, 
something that a Jew would not be allowed to do, 
no matter how willing he might be to compromise 
his principles.” 

He was right in this. Even if a Jew should wish 
to become a rat, the safety of the rat hole would 
be denied him. A Nazi victory would deprive us, 
as Jews, also of the most humiliating and degrad- 
ing avenue of escape. But even this possibility 
fails to evoke a corresponding response. Speak 
to the average young Jew about conscription and 
he: will say: “When I will be called I will go.” 
But should you ask him whether he intends to vol- 
unteer, his answer will generally be in the negative 
followed by a vague “well...” 

; ok * 2k 

This phenomenon of anemic Jewish reaction in 
recent years has evoked considerable wonder. Not 
only the relative indifference of American Jews, 
whom it is generally necessary to shake well 
with inspiring appeals before they would consent 
to contribute, however inadequately, to the relief 
of the stricken and the refugees in Europe 
aroused speculation. On the other side of the 
globe, in Soviet Russia, there live millions of Jews 
whom the Soviet regime prohibits rom voicing 
their opinions when these opinions run counter to 
Stalin’s policy. And during all these years we have 
not heard of a single instance where a group of 
Jews in Russia should dare the displeasure of the 
Bolsheviks and voice their protest against the 
Nazi barbarism. The Soviet government told 
them to be silent and millions of Russian Jews 
heard of the humiliation, exile and savage oppres- 
sion visited on the German Jews and obediently 
maintained silence. But even more astounding 
was the behavior of the German Jews themselves. 
Since 1933, the year that Hitler seized power, 
there were two retaliations on the part of the Jews 
in the form of political assassinations of Nazi 
officials, one in Switzerland and the other in Paris. 
These two were carried out by young men crazed 
with suffering who acted in an individual capacity. 
The one in Switzerland was sentenced to a term in 
prison. Herschel Grynszpan, who shot a Nazi 
consul in Paris, was but a boy. He will now be 
tried by the Nazis and we will never know the 
exact circumstances that drove him to his desperate 
act. 


This is not the occasion to discuss whether poll 
tical assassinations are ever mitigated by extenu- 
ating circumstances. Certainly the Nazis who 
will try Grynszpan have no moral right to pass 
judgment on him after their countless and wanton 
murders. But there are other, morally justifiable 
methods of reacting to an enemy. During the 


pogroms of 1905 in Czarist Russia as well as 
during the pogroms 


in turbulent post war 
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Ukraine, before the Bolsheviks permanently occu- 
pied it, Jewish self defense groups spontaneously 
arose in countless towns. Without training, fre- 
quently, and without adequate arms they resisted 
the incited peasants who came to loot and kill. 
Sometimes they also resisted the soldiery when 
these participated in the pogroms. Not to speak 
of present day Palestine where the Jewish com- 
munity defended itself against Arab terrorists 
bravely and with human dignity, without resorting 
to retaliation. 


But for eight years Jews have been looted, rob- 
bed, exiled, killed and raped in Germany without 
any resistance or self defense on their part. There 
were cases of heroic martyrdom when synagogues 
were burned or when houses were invaded by 
storm troopers, but nowhere, to our knowledge 
was there active self defense. When the nation- 
wide pogrom was carried out all through Germany 
in November, 1938, would it have been unnatural 
had some Jew lost his reason and presence of mind 
and had struck out at the nearest storm trooper ? 
But throughout the length and breadth of Ger- 
many no Jew did so. Passively they saw their 
nearest taken to concentration camps, passively 
they saw their possessions looted and destroyed. 
And when the ashes of those murdered in concen- 
tration camps were delivered to their families, not 
one of the survivors went berserk and struck at 
the ghoulish messenger. 


* * * 


How explain this strange phenomenon of a 
people crushed, individually and collectively, with- 
out as much as raising a hand? Is it that Jews are 
so super-civilized that they-avoid violence no mat- 
ter how great the provocation? We know this is 
not true. Among every people there are religious 
idealists who have declared violence taboo and 
practice their beliefs with that desperate deter- 
mination which only religious faith can bestow. 
Every nation of the world also has its chosen few 
who, while they may sanction violence theoretically 
for the attainment of some high goals, are unable 
to bring themselves to commit it, people who will 
shoulder a gun for a cause but may prove unable 
to fire it at an anonymous enemy. But no nation 
in the world is composed only of such a collection 
of saints. Neither the Chinese, known for their 
meekness, nor the Hindus trained for many cen- 
turies in codes of peace, and certainly not the Jews. 

German Jews were caught unawares and they 
were dismayed. Ina sense (although the analogy 
is a poor one) they were in the position of the man 
on relief, or the Negro who is oppressed by white 
people, who are called to defend the social order 
that has done them wrong. These know that the 
social order is worth defending when one bears 
in mind the horrible alternative. But it is at 


first hard to act with enthusiasm on this conviction. 
The horrible alternative seems far away while the 
immediate present is at hand and its bitterness 
had been tasted. 


German Jews were assimilated to a good de- 
gree, culturally and physically. The calamity 
descended upon them like a deluge and they were 
at aloss. Since many of them tried, sometimes for 
generations, to escape their Jewishness, they now 
found it hard to jump to a defense of something 
they tried to evade. And there may have been 
the hope that the enemy would yet relent, that it 
was but a passing phase and they would be allowed 
to return to the status quo of gradual German- 
ization. We need but recollect the numerous 
optimistic guesses that Hitler would be tamed by 
the responsibilities of government, that the Ger- 
man people would not stand for it, and the similar 
wish fulfillment dreams. 


Should the above reflections be correct we might 
have to conclude that after two thousand years of 
tenacious survival, Jews in the western world have 
lost the inner drive to continue their group life. 
But it is irrevelant to discuss today whether this 
is a desirable consumation or not. When the war 
is over—if Hitlerism will not have engulfed us and 
we will still be here—there will be time enough 
for such debate. At the moment it is necessary 
to combat these manifestations of anemia, for a 
lowered resistance now may mean not a peaceful 
passing out but a violent end. 


* * * 


In a few weeks or months I, and hundreds of 
thousands of others like me, may be in uniform in 
a military training camp. Verbose editorials and 
impassioned orators throughout the country de- 
bate whether it would be democratic to conscript 
an army on a selective basis during peace time or 
not. Nonsense. As if the word “peace time” has 
any meaning today. Officially, Germany is ‘still 
at peace with Poland. Imagine a Pole arguing 
today that his countrymen should not be told to 
join the ranks fighting for the independence of 
Poland from Nazi Germany because Hitler over- 
looked the detail of declaring war. England, it is 
true, declared war officially. English gentleman- 
liness is very comforting but not of much practical 
value. Politeness and humaneness need not be 
confused. 


On the contrary, it is certainly more democratic, 
and just, that the dangerous and responsible task 
should be apportioned fairly to those best suited 
for it and not shoved onto those who, because of 
unemployment or other conditions not of their own 
choosing, are forced to resort to service in the 
army. It is also safer to have a citizen army 
rather than one consisting of professionals. I im- 
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agine that in a just future society even such un- 
pleasant tasks as cleaning the streets may be done 
on a basis of everyone taking his turn instead of 
having one group of people do it. 


What is more important at this time is not idle 
talk that is intended merely to burnish rival politi- 
cal axes. Rather that we should find the strength 
to go through with the unpleasant task before us, 
the task of training and if necessary of fighting 
the menace that threatens to annihilate us or shove 
us back to a Neanderthal stage of life. 


The sooner we go through with this job that 
history has so ungenerously forced on us, the 
better. It is something that must be done, an 
unwelcome, ugly and brutal business. But like an 
operation one dreads we must undergo this trial 
so that each one may return, at the earliest oppor- 
tunity, to pick up the threads of his own life and 
continue on his way without being oppressed by 
the threat of the additional black cloud that now 
hangs so menacingly on the horizon. 


Vladimir Jabotinsky 


by Abraham Revusky 





M* LAST meeting with Vladimir Jabotinsky 
took place in June, a few weeks before his 
sudden death. Together with a few other repre- 
sentatives of the Yiddish press I listened to his 
plans for a Jewish army in the present war. We 
were all in a gloomy state of mind. Newspapers 
had just brought the news of Petain’s ignominious 
peace appeal to Hitler. The capitulation of 
France was imminent. 

The new situation was a staggering blow to 
Jabotinsky’s cherished plans. He tried to con- 
vince us that Petain’s capitulation would not es- 
sentially affect England’s chances in the war and 
that the French navy would not deliver itself 
into Nazi custody. 

I expressed my doubts. I did not believe that 
the French would behave in the manner Jabotin- 
sky expected. Many of them, stunned by the 
terrible blow and led by misguided feelings of 
national solidarity, I said, would actually sup- 
port the Petain government as the last vestige 
of an organized French state. The others would 
be under terrible pressure. The Nazis were 
certainly capable of holding families in France 
hostages for the behavior of their heads abroad. 
Faced with such a threat, the average French 
officer would submit, I maintained. ; 

Jabotinsky became indignant. He sprang to his 
feet. “Suppose the Nazis arrest my family as 
security against my anti-Nazi activities here in 
America? I would nevertheless clench my teeth 
and say: ‘Do your damndest. I remain true to 
my convictions.’ And, I would continue. In the 
same way, I feel, would behave every French of- 
ficer with the slightest sense of honor. The 
French will not deliver their ships and planes to 
the Nazis even if faced with the threat of actual 
reprisals against their helpless families.’ 

I did not insist on my prediction. Time would 
tell. The conversation switched to other subjects. 


The above incident throws much light on Jabo- 
tinsky’s personality. In spite of his leadership of 
a movement that seemed to be inclined to fascism 
—at least in some of its outward aspects—he 
basically remained an old fashioned liberal who 
naively believed, above all, in the basic goodness 
and dignity of the individual human being. In 
the twentieth century he still lived in the ideolog- 
ical world of Mazzini and Garibaldi. His atti- 
tude was rooted not in modern fascism but in 
the romantic conceptions of a century ago. How 
this old fashioned liberal came to be the founder 
of a fascistoid movement bent on aping Musso- 
lini’s antics, is one of the greatest anomalies I ever 
came across. 


Naturally, there is an explanation. The fact is 
that modern fascism, at least in its early Italian 
form, was aping some of the outward expressions 
of Italy’s national renaissance. Furthermore, fa- 
scism in its manifold forms and disguises became 
so strongly intrenched in modern life, that all 
“heroic” movements, even those arising from 
other motives, felt impelled to imitate to-a certain 
degree some of its outward forms. 


A fascistoid growth on the Jewish body politic, 
Revisionism could never become a full fledged 
fascist movement. A Jew as an individual might 
become a member of the fascist party of his coun- 
try—as long as he is being admitted. But there 
can be no Jewish fascism with the slightest chances 
of success. Fascism could never become a system 
of organizing Jewish national life. As long as 
Jews do not live in a state of their own, their 
national activities can only’ be conducted on a 
voluntary basis. No Jewish leadership can ever 
compel a Jew to contribute anything to a ational 
cause if he is not ready to do so of ‘his own 
volition. There is even no way to force him to 
look upon himself as a Jew. Jews are the victims . 
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of fascist dictatorships; they cannot become its 
bearers in their own national life. 


That is why “Jewish fascism” as a form of 
national organization is sheer nonsense. The near- 
est approach to fascism in Jewish life expresses 
itself in admiration for the fascist way of doing 
things—when not applied to Jewish minorities— 
and in the readiness to imitate some of its tactics 
and tricks. This readiness was displayed by the 
Revisionists to a remarkable extent. 


It seems to me that even in this outward imi- 
tation Jabotinsky fell far behind his most ardent 
followers, who gradually began to idealize the 
fascistoid forms. This was particularly true in 
Palestine, where in their daily struggle against 
the Histadruth (General Federation of Jewish 
Labor) the Revisionists exhibited the same reck- 
lessness and bitterness displayed by fascists of Eu- 
rope in their campaign against the socialist trade 
unions. In this field the affinity between Revision- 
ism and fascism reached its closest and most pro- 
nounced phase. 

But in spite of this affinity, I, personally, never 
identified Revisionism with fascism and I believe 
that such identification was doubly unfair when 
applied to the personality and motives of its lead- 
er and founder. Jabotinsky founded the Revision- 
ist party as a separate unit within the world 
Zionist organization not out of hatred for social- 
ism or the labor movement but primarily because 
of his impatience with the slow tempo of Zionist 
achievements. He felt that at the rate coloniza- 
tion was carried on after the world war, Palestine 
would never become a Jewish National Home in 
the true sense of the word. He was convinced 
that without a “colonizing. regime” that would 
actively assist Jewish efforts to build Palestine, 
instead of hampering these efforts, the Arab 
population of Palestine would increase more 
rapidly than the Jewish. Furthermore, he be- 
lieved that by a firmer policy toward England 
such a “colonizing regime” could be attained. 
This is how he formulated this conviction in an 
official interpretation of his program (State Zion- 
ism, p. 7): 

Revisionism does not advocate a ‘‘strong” policy with 
regard to the British Mandatory. “Strong” is an empty 
word in this case. We cannot force Great Britain by any 
material means, whether economic or “military.” But 
Revisionism believes, blindly and illimitedly, in the all 
powerfullness of moral pressure when applied to a good 
cause and with the necessary fearlessness and energy. 
“Pressure” for us means: Stating the aim of Zionism, 
the Jewish State on both sides of the Jordan, openly and 
uncompromisingly, making it ‘clear that we will never 
accept any other interpretation of our needs and of Eng- 
land's obligations; not shrinking from manifestations 
which might make England not only to understand but 
also to “feel” how intolerably we suffer because she has 
so far failed to fulfill those obligations; not shrinking 
from the prospect that British governments may often be 
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irritated by such arguments; not forgetting that England 
is ruled by its public opinion not by its ministers, that 
a minister's “no” is not yet a nation’s ultimate answer. 

We might disagree with this conception. We 
could not, however, find in it even a trace of 
fascism. Quite the contrary, it reflects an exag- 
gerated faith in public opinion and its ability to 
protect a just cause against the interests and 
prejudices of the ruling classes. It is the profes- 
sion of the old fashioned liberal who still believes 
in the imminent victory of a good cause over the 
evil forces opposing it. It is in full accordance 
with his naive belief that French officers would 
not stain their honor even by passive submission 
to the enemies of their British allies. 

In spite of this chivalrous conception of life 
which is in full contradiction to the practices of 
modern fascism, Jabotinsky frequently tolerated 
and even defended actions which were not in ac- 
cord with his basic outlook on human relations, 
after he put himself at the head of the rebellious 
Revisionist movement in Zionism. In spite of his 
great authority he frequently found himself un- 
able to restrain his fanatical followers in Pales- 
tine from destructive propaganda closely re- 
sembling the campaigns of European fascism. 
Naturally, such destructive propaganda met with 
strong counter attacks which could not always be 
limited to polite words and carefully measured 
actions. It is not impossible that in this desperate 
struggle the Revisionists also had some justified 
complaints. In any case, Jabotinsky’s militant 
nature forced him to back up his followers even 
when they exceeded the limits dictated by his own 
conscience. The ensuing mutual bitterness drove 
him and the more moderate among his followers 
much farther than they had aimed to go. Thus 
a movement, originally conceived as a fighting 
force within the framework of the world Zionist 
organization, was by its own development driven 
to the sterile path of complete separation. The 
formal exodus of the Revisionists from the world 
Zionist organization, which took place in 1935, 
was the inevitable result of this political develop- 
ment. 

Too proud to concede publicly his own mis- 
takes, Jabotinsky nevertheless realized in the last 
years of his life the abnormality of his own politi- 
cal position and greatly suffered because of it. 
He saw clearly that instead of driving the Jewish 
Agency to a more radical policy, his isolation 
strengthened opportunist influence which were the 
original cause of his rebellion. He likewise un- 
derstood that continued separation would drive 
Revisionism into a blind alley where its more 
responsible leaders would lose control over their 
adherents in Palestine. 

Jabotinsky was aware of this danger. This 
awareness explains his frantic efforts to regain 
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for his followers a due place in the upbuilding of 
Palestine. Revisionism first tried to achieve this 
worthy purpose through the establishment of 
separate funds and a front organization to foster 
illegal immigration into Palestine, illogically 
claiming at the same time a proportionate share 
in the budget of the general Zionist funds against 
which its own funds conducted competitive cam- 
paigns. Another step in the same direction was 
the establishment of a “national” labor organiza- 
tion which, despite its condemnation of the 
“Marxists” at the helm of the General Federa- 
tion of Labor in Palestine, was imitating some 
of its methods. As a rule these efforts were unsuc- 
cessful and the founder of Revisionism was lately 
considering the possibility of a reunion. There is 
no doubt that such a reunion would encounter 
great difficulties on both sides. I am fairly certain, 
however, that were Jabotinsky to have lived an- 
other year, some way to carry out such a reunion 
could have been found. 


A reunion of the Revisionists with the world 
Zionist organization would not necessarily mean 
the dissolution of their own organization and 
their entrance as individuals into the Zionist 
bodies of the respective countries. The present 


structure of the Zionist movement would allow _ 


their further existence as a separate group with 
a considerable measure of autonomy. Zionism in 
America, for instance, is represented by the Poale 
Zion and Mizrachi as well as by the Z. O. A. 
The Revisionists would be accorded full equality 
with these groups as long as they would be ready 
to cooperate on the same basis in the same world- 
wide Zionist activities conducted by the Jewish 
Agency. Such a solution would not mean .com- 
plete harmony, nor is one hundred percent agree- 
ment necessary. There will be an ideological 
struggle between Labor Zionism and Revisionism, 
as long as the latter retains its present social 
physiognomy. But it is certain that within the 
frame of an all-inclusive body the relations be- 
tween the various ideological groups would as- 
sume a more normal aspect. 


I do not know what way will be chosen by 
Jabotinsky’s successors. It would be quite natural 
were they to use the sudden death of their truly 
great leader to swear their followers into main- 
taining their present isolation. But with a full 
awareness of my responsibility, I can assure them 
that this was not Jabotinsky’s last wish. 


Refuge in Shanghai 


by Mark Gayn 





iN THE bitter international struggle for Shang- 
hai, the German Jew is an important pawn. 


Misery often has political value. The Great 
Powers were quick to sense it and exploited their 
discovery to the full. Political and economic in- 
security made the German Jew in China particu- 
larly susceptible to pressure, and he has been buf- 
feted by rival pressures for the past two years. 


The first tide of homeless, unhappy German and 
Austrian refugees reached the Pacific shores in the 
summer of 1938. Included in this refugee tide 
were many Aryans—members of the Reichstag, 
journalists, professors, lawyers—whose conscience 
and political convictions could not swallow Herr 
Adolf Hitler’s creed of sword and pogrom. But 
the bulk of the refugees consisted of timid, terror- 
ized Jewish shopkeepers, tailors, bakers and shoe- 
makers, whose only crime was their religion. 


The Orient had advance warning of the tidal 
wave. Early in 1938, a few hundred Jews driven 
from the Reich, found themselves stranded on a 
steamer outside a Roumanian port. As anti- 
Semitic as their German colleagues, Roumanian 
officials rescinded the refugees’ landing permits 





and put the unwelcome visitors on a starvation 
diet. 


Cold, hungry and desperate, the Jews cast their 
eyes upon the map of the world. Everywhere 
they saw high walls barring their entry. The 
Democracies were lavish with sympathy, but of- 
fered no help. Distant Shanghai, half way around 
the world, alone kept its doors open to all comers. 
Thus to Shanghai, from an obscure Roumanian 
port, went the ship with its tragic human cargo. 


The first batch of the refugees had little trouble 
in making a niche for itself in Shanghai. This cos- 
mopolitan city, just beginning to recover from the 
staggering blow of the Sino-Japanese hostilities, 
showed it had a warm heart. Even members of 
the German community—in pique against Herr 
Hitler who had destroyed its traditional amity 
with China by signing a pact with Japan—pitched 
in with generous, if anonymous, contributions. 


The news travelled fast. Other refugees 
learned of Shanghai. Soon all China-bound ships 
were crammed with men fleeing from the Brown 
terror. The rate of entry was overwhelming. 
Early in June, 1939, a hard-pressed, tired official 
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of the Refugee Committee, refusing to predict the 
expected number of arrivals for the month, gave 
me this telling slip of paper: 


‘We can’t predict beyond this,” he said curtly. 
“Now we must find houses and food.” 


With the French Concession and the southern 
half of the International Settlement wracked 
by a war-born housing crisis, the new refugees had 
no choice. They had to settle in the partly- 
destroyed, Japanese-dominated northern portion 
of the Settlement. A few buildings damaged by 
shells and bombs were presented to the Refugee 
Committee by a Christian mission. A few other 
ruined structures were lent by the Shanghai Mu- 
nicipal Council. 


Hastily, these buildings were repaired and con- 
verted into barracks. Two-tiered bamboo beds 
were crowded into every room. Crude benches 
and tables were placed in the community kitchens. 
Sanitary facilities were rapidly knocked together. 
A little hospital—the refugees’ insurance against 
cholera and dysentery—was crowded into four 
small rooms. 


But haste was not hasty enough. Hundreds of 
refugees spent their first days in rich Shanghai on 
the straw-covered floor of the synagogue. Others 
—stunned by this Oriental Babylon—wandered 
about in a state of dazed wonderment and despair. 


In their Fatherland. 
these men had _ their 
place in society. They 
had food, homes, work 
and friends. All this 
was erased by the Na- 
zis. No refugee was 
allowed to leave Ger- 
many with money or 
valuables, save a truck- 
ful of clothes and, oc- 
casionally, a camera. 
When the hysterical 
refugees crossed the 
German border, they 
had in their pockets a 
ticket to the Orient and 
20 marks. 


The marks were vir- 
tually worthless in 
Shanghai. So were the 
various talents of the 
new arrivals. They had 
to offer their skill and 
wares in a free market, 
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dominated by cheap Oriental labor and goods. 
They were further handicapped by language dif- 
ficulties, severe competition from the White Rus- 
sian community, poor knowledge of the market, 
remoteness of their camps from the business 
center, and the Japanese restrictions. 


At first, the Japanese welcomed the flow of the 
refugees into the ruined area they controlled. The 
refugees could be counted upon to rebuild some 
of the war damage. They would also aid in the 
business revival of Shanghai’s “Little Tokyo,” 
whose Chinese and foreign customers had been 
driven across the Soochow Canal. 


Very soon, however, there was a change of 
heart. As a faithful ally of the Rome-Berlin axis, 
Japan felt herself bound by its anti-Semitic tenets. 
The Japanese press began to lambast the “Jewish 
capitalists” of Shanghai who were making “‘fabu- 
lous profits by stiffening the Chinese resistance to 
Japan” and who opposed Nippon’s efforts to 
establish a ‘“‘New Order In Asia.” 


The Japanese merchants in “Little Tokyo” 
were also beginning to complain. The newcomers 
were as-poor as church mice. When they did any 
shopping, they went to refugee-owned stores, in- 
stead of patronizing Japanese establishments. 
Moreover, a substantial number, of the refugees 
moved out of the camps to private houses in the 
Japanese-controlled zone, thus accentuating the 
housing crisis. 


The Japanese Command soon began to demand 
passes—to live within the controlled area, to do 
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business, to employ Chinese help. When the num- 
ber of the refugees reached 18,000 the Japanese 
suddenly realized the new arrivals formed an 
admirable political football in their struggle with 
the British-dominated Shanghai Municipal 
Council. 

The Japanese Command began to exert pres- 
sure on the Council by imposing restrictions upon 
the refugees. Often, the moves were unimpor- 
tant. At other times they were as significant as 
the refusal to grant permission to refugee children 
to travel two miles to a summer camp in the 
Japanese-occupied suburb. 

The Municipal Council, which had all along 
treated the refugee problem with lordly indiffer- 
ence, refused to be bulldozed. The Japanese 
then played their trump card. It was announced 
exactly a year ago that after a certain date, no 
more refugees would be allowed to land or enter 
the Japanese-controlled area. The decree caused 
deep despair among the refugees, for at that very 
moment hundreds of their wives, parents and chil- 
dren were on the high seas en route to Shanghai. 
Within a few days, the Municipal Council retali- 
ated by closing the rest of the Settlement to new 
refugees. The stringent order was slightly modi- 
fied later, but today Shanghai is closed to refugees 
from Europe. 

Despite their unenviable position, the refugees 
soon assumed a position of great importance in the 
international struggle in the Pacific. Their first 
appearance in the role of pawns was in the munic- 
ipal elections of April, 1940. With the number 
of Japanese and Anglo-American ratepayers seem- 
ingly equal, the German emigres for a moment 
appeared to hold the balance of power. 


Both rivals for the control of the Foreign Set- 
tlement then began a determined and a merry 
wooing of the refugees. With their customary 
bluntness, the Japanese let it be known that ad- 
vances scorned would result in tightened restric- 
tions. The Occidental bloc, on the other hand, 
pointed out the benefits of anti-Japanese, demo- 
cratic solidarity. As it happened, the votes of the 
refugees were not needed. The victory of the 
Anglo-American bloc, however, was immediately 
followed by the arrest of a couple of refugees on 
charges pressed by the Japanese. 


As long as the struggle for Shanghai lasts, the 
Jewish refugees will remain an important pawn. 
If World War II spreads to the Pacific, they may 
provide the international press with headlines of 
tragedy and blood. Anticipating such a turn of 
events, many a trained refugee—especially doctors 
and engineers—has gone into the interior of 
China, to serve the Missions and the Chinese Gov- 
ernment. Many others have enrolled in the Allied 
armies. 


Their destiny, however, lies in the hands of 
Japan. Wisely, she could encourage their industry 
and exploit their strange importance in the game 
of power politics. There have been abundant indi- 
cations, however, that an enlightened view is not 
one of Tokyo’s virtues. Japan regards the Jews 
both as hated Occidentals and foes of the Fascist 
Axis, which at present holds a particular attrac. 
tion for the Japanese. The restrictions on Jewish 
business and movement have, if anything, been 
tightened in the past few months. The new 
Chinese puppet regime, glad to exercise authority 
wherever it could, has now turned its malevolent 
attention to the Jews. The withdrawal of the 
British troops from Shanghai in mid-August re- 
moved another barrier protecting, if only a little, 
the refugees from Japanese rule. 


A few of the Jews have succeeded in obtaining 
entry into the Philippines, where the total num. 
ber of the refugees now reaches 500. A few had 
been permitted to enter Singapore and Hongkong, 
where most of them were promptly clamped into 
concentration camps on the outbreak of World 
War II. Most of them have since been released, 
but their lot is not a happy one. 


The bulk of the refugee tide, however, re- 
mained trapped in Shanghai, without money and 
without hope. As long as their number gives 
them political weight, Japan will continue to toler- 
ate them. But when Shanghai, as the remainder 
of coastal China, falls into Japanese hands and 
foreign blocs lose all importance, woe will be the 
Jew’s fate. 
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The Youngest Victims of War 


by Joseph Schlossberg 





In 1920, in Milan, I met Secretary 
Oudegest of the International Feder- 
ation of Trade Unions. He showed 
me a large role of banknotes, which 
he had collected among the Italian 
workers for the relief of the suffering 
children of Austria. The ‘‘Victors’’, 
the Italians, were paying “indemnity” 
to the vanquished Austrians. 

Later I saw the Austrian children 
in Vienna. What I found in a chil- 
dren’s hospital in that city almost froze 
the blood in my veins. I felt guilty 
at the thought that -my American 
money provided me with three good 
meals a day. 

But there I also experienced some- 
thing that strengthened—should 1 
rather say revived?—my faith in hu- . 
man nature. 

Austrian children, whose health had 
been undermined by malnutrition, 
were sent to workers’ families in Italy 
there to be built up. When one group 
recuperated and returned home, other 
children were sent to take their places. 
The Italian husbands had killed the 
fathers of those children under war 
compulsion. But when the govern- 
ment declared the war as ended, the 
Italian soldier was again a worker, to 
whom the Austrian worker was no 
longer an “enemy” but a comrade. 
The Italian worker's wife became a 
mother to the children of the former 
“enemy”, and she lovingly nursed 
them back to health. 

Dr. Max Winter, Social Democratic 
Vice-Mayor of Vienna, was an idealist 
and a dreamer, the type of man to give 
children a happy childhood. He was 
the head of the Kinderfreunde, a 
school organization for working class 
children, with headquarters at Schloss 
Schoenbrunn (royal palace) in Vienna 
and branches throughout the country. 
But for that magnificent school many 
working class children would have 
gone under physically and spiritually. 
The idealist and dreamer Winter had 
a beautiful vision. As he told me, 

it was his ambition to organize a per- 
manent system of regular international 
exchanges of children’s visits. He 
was certain that when the children 
grew up they would refuse to go to 
war against those whose hosts and 
guests they had been in their child- 
hood. That would make war. im- 
possible. It was a glorious vision, 
which, for a while, brought happiness 
to the otherwise very unhappy children 
of Austria. 

The dream was shattered by Dol- 
fuss. Winter found asylum in this 
country. He died here an old and 


broken man. His children, restored 
to health by Italian mothers, and shel- 
tered and guarded by the Kinder- 
freunde, are now either victims or fol- 
lowers of Hitler. 
SS ae 
Many years ago the American Con- 
gress realized that child labor was a 
crime and a disgrace that must be 
ended, and enacted legislation to that 
effect. Twice child labor laws were 
passed, and twice the Supreme Court 
invalidated them as unconstitutional. 
The constitution, our charter of free- 
dom, was placed between the children 
and their happiness. Sixteen years 
ago, Congress, in conformity with the 
provision of the Constitution, sub- 
mitted to the States a constitutional 
amendment, which, if ratified, would 
have given Congress the power to 
legislate on child labor without fear 
of the Supreme Court veto. For six- 
teen long years the child labor amend- 
ment has been knocking in vain at 
the doors of the State legislatures. 
The amendment was not ratified. The 
Supreme Court may still “protect the 
right’’ of the children to be exploited 
by child labor employers. 
a 


In recent years Senator Wagner in- 
troduced a bill in the U. S. Senate 
which would have permitted American 
families to adopt and bring here, in 
the course of two years, twenty thou- 
sand German children, victims of Hit- 
lerism. Foster parents were ready to 
receive the children and assure them 
safe and kind homes. Twenty thou- 
sand young Hitler victims would have 
grown up in an atmosphere of free- 
dom, eternally grateful to our free 
country. That would have been an 
enduring indictment of dictatorship, 
and a permanent tribute to democracy. 

Twenty thousand consumers in a 
depression period, when the country is 
in need of consumers! Not one of 
them would have become a producer 
for some years. But that humanitarian 
legislation was opposed so successfully 
that it mever reached a vote. Who 
knows what has become of them? 
Some may have been relieved by death, 
others are probably being driven with 
their parents, if they still have them, 
from country to tountry as Hitler con- 
quers those countries. 

But now we have, at last, become 
truly interested in saving young lives. 
We are all eager to rescue the British 
children whose lives are endangered 
by Hitler’s bombing planes. There is 
no opposition to their coming here. 
Their visas and their admission to this 


country are being expedited with all 
possible speed. We are glad to see 
it. All means are justified in saving 
human life, particularly young life, 
which means future generations. But 
the thought is not very cheering that 
it took the most destructive war in all 
history to accomplish an act of mercy. 


Those of the twenty thousand Ger- 
man children, Jewish and non-Jewish, 
who may still be among the living, and 
who may have heard of the British 
refugee children, must be asking now: 
“Is it really necessary to have a de- 
vastating war in order to arouse among 
free people, in the richest and safest 
country in the world, sympathy for 
innocent and helpless children?” 


If the German and the British 
refugee children, all of them driven 
from their homes by Hitlerism, had 
met here, on America’s free soil, under 
the American flag, they would have 
received the greaest object lesson in 
human solidarity. And so would we, 
and the whole world. Free America 
would have assumed greater meaning. 


I like to think of those children— 
German and British—victims of the 
same cruel fiend and guests of the 
same loving hosts, and in company of 
our own American children, greet the 
Statue of Liberty, symbol of the French 
freedom that was and that will be! I 
like to think of them as sending to 
their little comrades in France a prom- 
ise of a better and happier world to 
come. What a tribute that would 
have been to our country! And what 
source of spiritual strength to all lov- 
ers of freedom! Unfortunately we did 
not rise to the occasion. The loss is 
ours and mankind’s. Of course, our 
children and the British children may 
still enact such a demonstration, but 
the absence of the German children 
would be keenly felt. I should have 
liked to see the German children here, 
particularly for the reason that there 
is a deplorable tendency in this coun- 
try to regard all Germans as enemies, 
and to charge all the German people— 
men and women like ourselves—with 
the crimes of Hitlerism. 


We extend our most cordial wel- 
come to the British child refugees. 
We are happy to have them here as 
our guests. May Max Winter's great 
vision come true with them. Let us 
hope that when they grow up they 
may remember the shelter, friendship 
and love, which they enjoyed here; 
that they may banish war forever, and 
have the strength to make the world 
safe for the people. 
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The Messiah 


by H. Leivick 





Tanks and airplanes come, but the Messiah does 
not come upon them; 

The Messiah does not come, nor will he come 
upon a tank; 

The Messiah does not come, nor will he come 
upon a plane. 


Brothers, pronounce these words without regret 
or anger, 

Pronounce them gravely, not by chance or whim, 

Pronounce them, brothers, verily, with joy. 

Speak with the will to strengthen those of us 

Who are but putty, but redemption-clay 

Within the hands of every cuirassed, uniformed 
redeemer ; 

And those of us, the weak, lost and betrayed 

Who in the last extreme of wretchedness 

Still seek for comfort, saying to themselves: 

“Though he delay, we do not cease to wait him.” 


From this it surely issues, oh my brothers, 

That the Messiah will not come save in a fashion 

Foretold by all of our most ancient dreamers: 

The Messiah will not come save as the lowly 
come, 

Riding humbly on a donkey’s back. 

Therefore do not profane Messiah’s name, oh 
brothers, 

And do not say the present, unclean times 

Are Messianic times—oh, do not say it! 

And do not say the pilot hailing steel and fire, 

The marching soldier, helmeted and booted, 

Do not say these are the Messiah’s heralds— 


What's in a Name? 


Oh, do not say it! 

For verily, my brothers, 

The Messiah will not come in polished boots, 

The Messiah will not come in steel tunic, 

The Messiah will not come wearing a helmet, 

The Messiah will not come save as the lowly 
come, 

Riding humbly on a donkey’s back. 


The world is drowning in a sea of blood, 

Because it sanctioned one drop’s shedding. 

Blackest of ruin crushes the small dwelling; 

The little door laments more piercingly 

Than the thick gate of fortresses and towers; 

The broken window pane cries out to God 

Louder than brazen mouths of bells and trumpets, 

For God himself is not in fortresses—neither in 
Siegfried nor in Maginot— 

But in the grain of sand wafted by the wind 

To the thin, tender leaf upon a tree. 


Therefore do not despair too utterly, my brothers, 

But guard the wonder of the grain of sand, 

And the faint flutter of the blade of grass 

Which with great patience awaits the Messiah’s 
tread, 

Which waits and knows, even as you know, 
brothers, 

That the Messiah will not come save as the lowly 
come 

Riding humbly on a donkey’s back. 


(Translated from the Yiddish) 


by Jacob J. Davids 





HEN WE were kids and read books about 

Indians we used to spend our waking hours 
imagining ourselves to be Chief Laughing Water, 
Buffalo Bill, Old Shatterhand, Strong Head, or 
Quick Fish. The very expressiveness of these 
names brought a thrill with them. I can even 
remember a fight I had with my best friend about 
it. We were about ten years old at the time. 
He was a tall slim boy and I was rather short 
and fat. We decided to go across the sea when 
we grew up, and follow the trails to the Wild 
West. But we had to select our names now. 


He thought I should be called Fat Jimmy but I 
yearned to be called Long Fellow. So I went to 
Palestine and he remained at home. 


Yet, if ever there was romance in names, Pal- 
estine has found it. Jewish names have always 
been rich in translation. Even such ancient names 
as Emanuel (Emanu-el—God is with us) and 
Moshe (taken from the water) or Shlomo (Sha- 
lom—Peace) find their origins in meaningful 
phrases. Of course, many of these names go 
through the mincer and Emanuel becomes Manny, 
Moshe becomes Morris, Shlomo becomes Sidney. 
But in Palestine names have undergone a dif- 
ferent evolution. They’ve become fraught with 
meaning again. 

Take the name of the country itself. We don’t 
think of this country as Palestine, but as Erez 
Israel, the Land of Israel. And its towns, too, 
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have been labeled by the spirit of the country. 
There’s Petach Tikva (Threshold of Hope), 
Rosh Pinah (The Cornerstone), Rishon le Zion 
(First to Zion), Heirut (Freedom). 

Other names find their roots in the ancient 
place names of their present sites; Dan in the 
North and Beersheba in the South are now, as 
in Bible times, the frontier towns of Palestine, 
though hundreds of years saw no sign of life 
there. Other places derive their names by their 
proximity to landmarks, and so we have Mishmar 
Hayarden (Watch of the Jordan), Gan Hasha- 
ron (Garden of Sharon) and many others. Some 
places express the feeling of the pioneers for 
the land and so we have Raanana (Freshness) 
and Hadar (Loveliness). And many places are 
named for leaders. Herzl, the founder of modern 
Zionism, has a town (Herzlia) named for him, 
and his surname has become a popular first name. 
The poet Bialik has a large suburb near Haifa 
named for him, and his name too, like Herzl’s, 
has become a first name. General Smuts has a 
village named for him (Kfar Yochanan). Lord 
Balfour, of course, has not only children and a 
village named for him, but a forest as well. A 
few weeks ago Jewish-Czechoslovakian refugees 
founded a colony and called Kfar Masaryk. A 
forest in honor of President Roosevelt, and bear- 
ing his name, is now being planted. 

Children’s names have literally blossomed out. 
The beautiful flowers in Palestine have even 
more charming names. Varda, which has a touch 
of glamour about it, has replaced the rather dull 
name Rose. Nitzah too is more captivating than 
Flower-Bud. In Palestine, where the strong sun- 
light makes a tree and its shade a blessing, the 
name of Tsilah is a favored one. But imagine 
calling a person “Shady” (which is the transla- 
tion of Tsilah) in America! 

The old Biblical names have also come into 
their own again. Ruth, Naomi, Hadassah, Jo- 
chebed, David, Joshua, Amos, Naphtali, are all 
in fashion once more. There has been a strong 
urge at self expression and many a son is named 
Yehudi (which means Jew) and a daughter Ye- 
hudith (Jewess). There are very few, (if any) 
Peters, Johns or Marys among the Jews of Pal- 
estine, as these names find their source in the New 
and not the Old Testament. There is very little 
abbreviation of names. Benjamin does not be- 
come Benny, Abraham has never yet been called 
Abie nor Isaac—Ike. As abroad, a child is likely 
to get a black eye, but for obviously different 
reasons, if he called his playmate by one of these 
abbreviations. However, the old influence of 
Russian parents lingers here and there and we 
find a “le” added so that Jeremiah becomes 
Jeremiahle, Aaron—Aaaronele—but that’s only 
4 mother’s privilege, and tolerated. For who 
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would not forgive a little “‘le’’ when it expresses 
what a mother feels for her young hopeful? 

Palestine is one of the few countries in the 
world where Jewish children know how to laugh. 
Here they have never known the taunts of per- 
secuting schoolmates. And so they grow up to 
be light hearted and joyful. The name “Alisa,” 
which means joyful, is truly a suited one. 

Illegal refugee immigrants have come to Pal- 
estine in recent months in great numbers. They 
have faced great trials on these journeys, and 
have come to the land through fire and water, 
as it were. These struggles have been the reason 
for the term now used to describe this type of 
immigration. The refugees are called “Ma’api- 
lim’? which means, literally, to ascend against 
handicap and obstacle. The word “Ophel’’ is 
its infinitive. It is the name that was recently 
given to a baby born on a refugee ship that an- 
chored stealthily on the Palestine shore and dis- 
charged its illegal passengers. 


In the North of Palestine, in 1929, a friend of 
mine worked day and night to aid the victims 
of the riots of that year. He and his friends 
brought food to the outlying settlements with 
convoys. He helped to organize the defense of 
the district, and went on guard nightly. In all 
this turmoil his son was born and he named him 
“Yifdeh”—‘He will bring rescue.” Next year, 
when peace was again in the land and the country 
resounded with the hammers of the builders and 
the streets echoed with song, another child was 
born to his household. They called him “Ami- 
kam’”—‘“My people have risen.”” Many boys 
have been named “Zion” and girls “Ziona” for 
the country. 


Other people have named their children for 
the places about them. Yarkona is a pretty name 
for a pretty little girl who lives along the Yarkon 
river. There are many Carmellas in Palestine, 
but most of them live in sight of Mount Carmel. 
Avivah has become a favorite name for Tel Aviv 
children (Tel Aviv itself means Hill of Spring). 
And who can blame a proud parent for calling 
his daughter Jaffa, which means “pretty”? Te- 
chiya is a girl I know. Her name means “Ren- 
naissance’. Her mother’s name is Geulah (Re- 
demption). She was born about 40 years ago 
when her parents, just arrived from Russia to 
Palestine, gave their daughter this name. 


But the greatest changes have come about in 
family names. We in Palestine desire, as much 
as Englishmen want English names and Chinese 
want Chinese names, to Judaise our names in 
this country. Besides, it is very difficult to pro- 
nounce many non-Hebrew names, and even more 
dificult to write them, as vowel signs do not 
usually appear in Hebrew script. Such names as 
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Wittekind and Krakauer cannot be correctly 
written in Hebrew, for the alphabet does not 
contain a “W” and there is no triphong like 
‘“aue”. The simplest changes for family names 
have been for those ending with “son,” where 
that syllable has been substituted with “Ben” 
which means the same. And so we have Ben 
Yaacov instead of Jacobson, Ben Avraham instead 
of Abramson and Ben David instead of David- 
son. Similarly there were the “Steins’—Wald- 
stein, Epstein, Bernstein, etc. Stein means stone 
in German, and in Hebrew the word is Aven. 
So many changed their name to Avni. Berg— 
mountain, in Hebrew Har, was sufix of many 
such as Feinberg, Greenberg, etc. Their names 
became Harari. Some, like Mr. Steinberg, wanted 
a full translation and so he became Mr. Har-Aven 
and Mr. Rosenberg became Mr. Har-Vardi. 

Then we have our “Gold” friends, Goldwas- 
ser, Goldman, Goldsmith. Their names were 
easily changed to Zahavi (Zahavy means gold). 
Their less valued brothers, the Silvers, the Silber- 
steins and the Silvermans become Caspi (Caseph 
means silver). And the poor Eisens (Iron—in 
Hebrew, Barsel)—Mr. Eisenman and Mr. Eisen- 
stein became Mr. Barseli. id 
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Mr. Beloserski now calls himself Agam-Lavan 
which is the same and means ‘“‘White Lake”. Mr, 
Wolfson became Mr. Ben Zeev and Mr. Lyons 
became Mr. Arie (lion). Mr. Hirsch (deer) 
became Mr. Zwi. Mr. Weiss changed to Mr, 
Lavan (white) and Mr. Black became Mr, 
Shahor. 


Mr. Rastsendorfer did not like such a mouth. 
ful so he simply abbreviated his name to Ratson 


(will). 


Mr. Katznelson too, thought his name was too 
long, so he took off the “‘Nelson” and became Mr, 
Katz (which is Hebrew for priest). But his 
relative in America, who also thought his name 
too long, knocked off the Katz at the other end 
and became Mr. Nelson. 


And now I’ve just heard of a girl called Egged. 
She was born in a vehicle of the Egged Bu 
Company, in which her mother was being rushed 
to a hospital. She has a free life-ticket on the 
Egged bus routes now. 


Anyhow, there seems to be plenty in a name 
after all! 


Children in the “Kvuzah" 





JN THE good old days when the world was not yet 

filled with hatred and cruelty, and when it seemed 
that man was becoming more kindhearted from generation 
to generation, I once remarked to a friend, while playing 
with his children: 


“What a wonderful creature the human being is! But 
the most marvellous creation of all is the child—the cross 
between man and woman.” 


In the present distressing times, when waves of cruel 
hatred between man and man, nation and nation, are 
turning the greater part of our world into a pandemonium, 
it is difficult to remain optimistic about the nature of man. 
And when one sees, even in those countries that have not 
been overwhelmed by the dark waves, how the simple 
human feeling of kindness and pity becomes dulled in 
the hearts of men, and becomes hardened into indifference 
to the sufferings of their fellow men one begins to doubt 
whether man is by nature such a fine creature as he seemed 
to us in our more hopeful moods of years gone by. These 
doubts begin to gnaw still deeper when one thinks of the 
vast and rich country around which the most beautiful 
dreams of our youth were woven, and one sees the poison 
of intolerance and hatred with which young hearts are 
infected even there. At such moments of painful doubts, 
one can find consolation in the Kvuzoth, where life 
seethes with free creative work, in an atmosphere of true 
fraternal comradeship. And the greatest consolation comes 
when one beholds the children in the Palestine communes, 
when one looks into their bright eyes filled with goodness 
and vitality. Then one regains his confidence in the human 
race, his trust in our people and in our promised land. 





by M. M. Rosenbaum 


It is about these children, who became so dear and near 
to my heart, that I would like to speak to the readers of 
the Jewish Frontier. 

‘The Kvuzah is a form of settlement where the principle: 
each gives according to his abilities, and receives accord- 
ing to his needs (in so far as the economic situation per- 
mits, of course) has been almost fully realized. The chil- 
dren in the Kvuzah receive their education in common, 
and from the very start are imbued with a spirit of 
equality, cooperation, and companionship. 

Not merely the parents, but all members of the Kvuzah, 
take a deep interest in the upbringing of the new gen- 
eration. An elected educational committee meets frequent: 
ly with the nurses, the teachers, and the other membets 
of the staff who work among the children, to discuss all 
problems that arise. From time to time, some well-known 
authority on child-training is invited for a consultation, 
if some complicated problem comes up. Some especially 
important questions are brought up before the meeting of 
all members of the Kvuzah. 


When there is a lack of a competent educator, as some: 
times — in young Kvuzoth, a suitable member is 
chosen and sent to a more experienced Kvuzah, or to some 
seminary, to acquire the necessary knowledge and ex 
perience. 


The care of the child begins even before it makes its 
appearance. Expectant mothers receive special care, ac 
cording to the advice of the physician. In most cases, how- 
ever, the mother continues her work until the very last 
days. When the time comes, the mother is taken to the 
splendid hospital of the Kupath Holim—the cooperative 
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sick-benefit organization of the Histadruth. Here she re- 
ceives the best of care from the physicians and nurses who, 
being also members of the Histadruth, treat the patient as 
a sister-comrade. 


When the mother comes home, the baby is taken to 
the Kvuzah nursery and placed under the care of the 
nurses, while the mother is brought to her room, decorated 
for the occasion by flowers picked from the community 
gardens and provided with an assortment of fruits, cake, 
and even wine to celebrate the happy event. 


The children in the Kvuzoth are brought up together in 
special quarters, separate from the adults. The mother 
comes several times a day to nurse the baby, or merely to 
look at it, and play with it for a while. The father also 
comes from time to time to while away some time with his 
child after he is through with his work, or on sabbaths 
and holidays. Before bedtime, both parents usually come 
to put the child to sleep, or to tell it a story when it grows 
ole enough to understand. The rest of the time the child 
is under the care of the specialized metaploth (attendants). 
With very rare exceptions, when an outside teacher is 
engaged the entire educational staff consists of members 
of their own Kvuzah, chosen for their special aptitude. 

I must confess that before I became acquainted with 
the life of our Kvuzoth, I was a little afraid that com- 
munal ways might have a destructive effect upon the 
family unit. I particularly feared that the children might 
become estranged from their parents. But after I be- 
came more familiar with collectivist life in Naan, as well 
as other communes, I came to the conclusion that the 
Kvuzoth are successful both in family life and in education. 

As to family life in general, I must say that the stability 
of the relations between husband and wife in the Kvuzah, 
is by no means weaker—and perhaps even stronger—than 
among men and women living under ordinary bourgeois 
conditions. In fact, in the Kvuzah there exist fewer op- 
portunities for petty friction and quarrelling, and less 
likelihood of boredom, than usually occurs in private 
families—and particularly in those families afflicted by 
poverty. In the Kvuzah, both husband and wife are equal 
comrades, and the woman is not economically dependent 
upon her husband. Each is usually émployed at different 
tasks, fitted, as nearly as possible, to their respective 
strength and inclinations. The mutual relations of couples 
in a Kvuzah remain, in fact, more like the relations be- 
tween sweethearts. It is characteristic of their attitude that, 
in spite of having passed through the wedding ceremony 
and often after they already have growing children, they 
sill refer to each other as my “bachur”, or my “bachura” 
—my boy, my girl. 

I do not mean to maintain, of course, that married life 
in the Kvuzoth is always idyllic. Now and then a family 
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drama is apt to occur. But it does not happen more fre- 
quently than in the outside world. And when it does oc- 
cur, it does not, as a rule, assume such tragic aspects as 
in the case of a private family. The problems involved, 
such as the question of money, or responsibility for the 
children, can be solved much easier in the commune. 
When a couple decides to part, one of them usually trans- 
fers to another Kvuzah. Sometimes both remain in the 
same Kvuzah, and maintain friendly relations. Neverthe- 
less, it is always a sad and painful event for the children, 
if there are any. 


But the greatest advantage of the communal way of 
living is revealed in the collective training of the children. 
The very fact that the child is taken care of not by its 
mother but by a trained “‘stranger’” who is at the same 
time closely related by virtue of being a comrade in the 
same commune, is in many ways beneficial. There is less 
chance of the child being spoiled. Even in those cases 
when a mother is one of the nurses working in the chil- 
dren’s home, her child is treated and feels as an equal 
with the other children. The child is aware that in the 
dining-room, in the play room or outside it is an equal of 
the other children and has no special claim on its mother 
when she works. 


On the basis of many years’ experience we can now 
safely maintain that the intimate attachment of the child 
to its parents is by no means weakened as a result of the 
communal upbringing. On the contrary, this system has 
the advantage of doing away with petty daily frictions 
and reduces the mutual annoyances and irritations ordinarily 
so common between parents and children. 


As the child grows older, the parents bring him more 
often to their room after work and on Sabbaths. And 
although the child spends most of his time with his teach- 
ers or the attendants of the children’s house, he feels 
toward his parents that special attachment and intimacy 
reserved for one’s own. The joyful greetings with which 
parents are met are vibrant with an emotion reserved only 
for them. 


It is an inspiring sight to watch the children of a 
Kvuzah. With very rare exceptions they are healthy, of 
good appearance and always busy and contented. Despite 
the collective training each of them early displays special 
inclinations, traits and individuality. Watching them one’s 
hopes for the future revive and one involuntarily wonders 
whether these children are not after all destined to be 
the salvation of humanity. Who knows, perhaps the 
promise of socialism will first find its realization not in 
vast Russia, as many of us once thought, but in small, 
Palestine. 


League for Labor Palestine 





Statement by Mereminski 

In reply to many questions raised 
concerning the League for Labor Pal. 
estine, we quote here from a letter by 
Israel _Mereminski, General Secretary 
of the Histadrut, recently addressed to 
one who inquired about the League 
for Labor Palestine, its aims and pur- 


es: 
“The League for Labor Palestine 
was not founded in the United States 





by any party and is not responsible to 
any political group. In Palestine, it is 
directly affiliated with the Histadrut, 
and in other countries, as in the 
United States, it expresses this affilia- 
tion by activity in its behalf and as- 
sisting financially by its active par- 
ticipation in the Geverkshaften Cam- 
paign, and all other activities pertain- 
ing to the Histadrut. 





The Histadrut Haovdim in Pales- 
tine is based on economic, moral and 
social principles consistent with a pro- 
ductive Jewish nation building its own 
land. The Histadrut is open to every 
worker, every immigrant and native 
Palestinian, who desires to live by 
self-labor, without exploiting others; 
to every adult of 18 years and over, 
who sees his life’s aim in productive 
work and the upbuilding of Eretz- 
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Israel on foundations of justice and 
maximum mutual aid. 

Through its cultural activities, 
through its dissemination of informa- 
tion concerning Labor Palestine, 
through its constant efforts to 
strengthen and further the ideas of the 
Histadrut, the League has become a 
bulwark of support for the Histadrut 
in the United States and other coun- 
tries. 


The aims of the Histadrut are the 
aims of the pioneers whose program 
for the upbuilding of the Homeland 
demands: 

a. Free immigration. 


b. Absorption of all who come to 
work and pioneer. 

c. Sharing of all work and attain- 
ments with the newly arrived. 


The Histadrut envisages as one of 
its basic achievements, the creation of 
a healthy agricultural population as 
part of the new commonwealth of 
workers and builders who live from 
their own labor. The Histadrut is 
open to all workers, regardless of 
political views and philosophies (ma- 
terialistic or idealistic, religious or 
non-religious, socialist or non-social- 
ist). The Histadrut has ejected the 
Communists only because of their at- 
tempts to undermine the very exist- 
ence of the Jewish nation, their poi- 
sonous attacks on Zionism generally 
and the Histadrut in particular. The 
Histadrut includes thousands of so- 
cialists, hundreds of left-wing social- 
ists, tens of thousands of non-partis- 
ans, hundreds of active General Zion- 
ists, thousands of orthodox Jews, etc. 
—they are all united in one practical 
program: the creation of a Jewish 
laboring people in Palestine. They 
are concerned with colonization, cul- 
ture, defense. In the political sphere, 
each member is free to choose his own 
affiliations. Therefore, the League for 
Labor Palestine cannot adopt any poli- 
tical program or ideology contradic- 
tory to the above basic principles. It 
must be non-partisan, supporting the 
entire labor population of Palestine 
organized in the Histadrut, and not 
favoring any particular sector of the 
movement. It embraces every Social- 
ist-Zionist, General Zionist, orthodox 
Jew or heretic, partisan or non-par- 
tisan — whosoever entertains not 
merely a vague notion of “upbuilding 
Palestine,” but cherishes for its realiz- 
ation the principles of Jewish labor, 
cooperation, national land, as well as 
the coordination of national and pri- 
vate resources. 


Just as the Hechalutz throughout 
the world has been a source of man- 
power, providing the bulk of the 
120,000 members of the Histadrut— 


so must the League serve as an organ 
for quickening the pulse of the 
masses, educating a new generation, 
and enlisting their maximum partici- 
pation in all Histadrut activities— 
Aliyah, colonization, education, cul- 
ture, cooperative enterprises, Arab- 
Jewish cooperation, the development 
of new social forms such as the 
Kvutza, Kibutz, and Moshav, etc. 


The Histadrut, the Hechalutz, and 
the League are not represented as bod- 
ies through their own delegates to the 
Zionist Congress. With the entry of 
the Left Poale Zion into the Zionist 
Congress, every faction in the Hista- 
drut is represented there. The Hista- 
drut makes every effort to influence 
each member to purchase a Shekel, but 
in voting for Congress delegates, he 
may choose any party he desires, for 
the Histadrut as such presents no 
slate. Members vote for the Socialist 
Zionist bloc, Left Poale Zion, Hapoel 
Hamizrachi, General Zionists A or B, 
Dat V’Avoda, Hashomer Hatzair, etc. 
Congress elections are supervised by 
committees selected by the various par- 
ties of the Zionist movement, and not 
by the Histadrut. 


League members are equally free in 
their choice of Zionist political affilia- 
tion. At the same time, they exert 
whatever influence they can in support 
of measures beneficial to the labor 
movement. At meetings and caucuses 
which determine Congress platforms, 
they defend the rights of the labor 
Aliya, labor colonization, and the 
unity of the labor movement as em- 
bodied in the all-inclusive Histadrut. 
They vote for delegates friendly to 
the Histadrut rather than for anti- 
labor elements or those who advocate 
formation of separatist labor unions 
competing destructively within the or- 
ganized labor movement. 


The League has attracted many 
Zionist leaders. Nachum Sokolow, 
the late president of the World Zion- 
ist Organization, participated in the 
founding convention of the World 
League for Labor Palestine (Berlin, 
1930), as did Dr. Chaim Weizmann 
and scores of others. Greetings were 
received from Louis Lipsky, Dr. Ste- 
phen S. Wise and other American 
leaders. From all quarters, people 
who recognized the magnificent role 
of the Histadrut as a national and 
social phenomenon, as the vanguard 
of a regenerated Jewish people—from 
all quarters came encouragement for 
the establishment of the League. I 
do not know whether the friends of 
the League have fully grasped the sig- 
nificance of the above—but to us, to 
the Histadrut, the League has a very 
clear and vital function. Every alert 
Jew and Zionist recognizes the in- 





dispensable role of the Histadrut in 
the past and more surely in the future, 
The Histadrut belongs to all Jews who 
wish to help in the building of Pales. 
tine; the League accompanies the His. 
tadrut in its history-making accom. 
plishments.”’ 
oe 

The above statement is confirmed 
by instructions issued to Leagues in 
various countries by the Executive 
Committee of the Histadrut, and by 
the Central Committee of the World 
League. For further confirmation see 
report of convention for Labor Pales. 
tine held in Berlin in 1930, and pub- 
lished by the League in Tel Aviv. 
This has been the policy, and these 
have been the aims and purposes of 
the League for Labor Palestine from 
its very inception. 

'* 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
DATE—SEPT. 1st: In accordance 
with the decision of the Administra- 
tive Committee last January all mem. 
berships will be due for renewal on 
September 1st of each year. This 
step was taken in order to bring about 
a uniform renewal date for all mem. 
ders so that dues matters and renewal 
dates will no longer have to be fol- 
lowed up monthly throughout the 
year. Members of the League have 
been notified of this change earlier in 
the year, and a communication was 
recently addressed to them reminding 


them of this fact and asking them to. 


send their dues now directly to the 
secretaries of their chapters. 

SEPT.-OCT. — MEMBERSHIP 
CAMPAIGN MONTHS: The months 
of September and October have been 
designated as membership campaign 
months. During these two months 
League chapters in the various com- 
munities will concentrate their efforts 
on membership renewals as well as on 
new members. 


SHKOLIM CAMPAIGN: To 
gether with all affiliated Labor Zionist 
groups, the League is now engaged in 
the sale and distribution of the Shekel. 

Communications have been ad 
dressed to all Chairmen, advising them 
of the Shkolim Campaign which will 
be continued through the month of 
September during which time League 
chapters must bend every effort to 
make this a _ successful campaign. 
Every member of the League should 
obtain the Shekel and should make 
every effort to, sell at least 10 Shkolim 
to others. 


EASTERN REGIONAL CONFER. 
ENCE: All arrangements have now 
been completed for the Eastern Re 
gional Conference of the League t0 
be held in Philadelphia on Septembet 
21 and 22. Chapters in Greater New 
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In the Poale Zion 


The 1940 Shekel Campaign 
The Call of the 
Labor Zionist Movement: 


We, the officers of the Labor Zion- 
ist movement, call upon all our mem- 
bers to purchase and sell the 1940 
shekel. 


The Zionist Congress will not con- 
yvene this year. But the 21 Zionist 
Congress in Geneva in 1939 decided 
that only those who secured the annual 
ihekel will be eligible to participate 
in the elections. In other words, a 
Zionist must buy a shekel during the 
non-Congress years as well as during 
the Congress year to be entitled to 
vote. 


The 1940 Shekel Campaign takes 
place amidst a tragic war. We are 
following with great anxiety Eng- 
land's struggle with the murderers of 
freedom and enemies of our people. 
Zionism is a partner in this struggle. 
This impells us to strengthen Zionism 
and the World Zionist Organization. 
The Jewish masses responded heartily 
in the rebuilding of Palestine during 
peacetime. But the building and de- 
fense of Palestine must go on in war- 
time as well. The greater the threat, 
the more determined we must be in 
our work. 


The war rages and Zionism jointly 
with other free forces is waging a life 
and death battle. In this tragic hour, 
it is imperative that we strengthen the 
instrument of Palestine reconstruction, 
the World Zionist Organization. 


We, the affiliates of Labor Pales- 
tine, must not fall short of our obliga- 
tions. For us, especially, it is a solemn 
duty and obligation to strengthen the 
ranks of the World Zionist organiza- 
tion, to provide it with the necessary 
budget through the income of the 
Shekel. | 


That is why we call upon all mem- 
bers of our movement to buy and 
widely distribute the shekel. 


Poale Zion-Zeire Zion 
Davip WERTHEIM, Secretary 
HayIM GREENBERG, Editor 





inten 





York, Newark, Philadelphia, Balti- 
more, Washington, Albany, Hartford, 
Springfield, Worcester, and Boston 
have been invited to designate two 
delegates for each chapter to be repre- 
sented at the Conference. Chairmen 
of these chapters are asked to send 
the names and addresses of their dele- 
gates to the office at the earliest pos- 
sible time. 
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Jewish National Workers’ Alliance other activity must be postponed until 


Davip PINSKI, President 
Louls SEGAL, Secretary 


Pioneer Women’s Organization 


SARA FEDER 
DvorA ROTHBARD 
League for Labor Palestine 
RaBsi S. WOHL, President 
Dr. J. DIAMOND, Secretary 


Young Poale Zion Alliance 
AKIVA SKIDELL, Secretary 


The Central Shekel Committee of 
the Labor Zionist Movement is ac- 
tively conducting the campaign. 
Shkolim have been sent out to all 
parts of the country. In most places 
the shkolim were sent to the address 
of the Party branch. The secretary 
then contacted all the other branches 
of the movement and distributed the 
shkolim according to their needs. 


From the reports we have received 
we can see that in most of the cities, 
the work is in full swing. We must 
all make a special effort to make this 
a short but successful shekel cam- 
paign. Our quotas must be made 
during the month of September. All 


secretariat 


after the campaign. 


Party Outing in 
“Unzer Camp”: 

During the week-end of August 25 
the Party had an outing in Unzer 
Camp. Besides the musical and dra- 
matic entertainment on the Saturday 
night’s program Chaver Wertheim 
delivered a talk about the work of 
the Party at the present time, and in- 
vited the visitors to join our ranks. 


During the Sunday morning “‘Liter- 
ary Hour,” Chaver Hayim Greenberg 
and Jacob Lestchinsky spoke on the 
topic “The Jews and the War.” There 
were several hundred people present 
at the ‘‘Hour’”’. 





DAIRY FOOD SERVED AT ITS BEST 
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DAIRY RESTAURANT 
2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
BET. 81-82 STS. ENoicott 2-2030 
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and this week another 
ALL STAR SHOW 
STAGE AND SCREEN CELEBRITIES 
appearing every week at the 
NEW FLAGLER 
All Sports Including Golf on Premises 
Free Boating @ 


\ 12-Piece Dance Orchestra © Stupendous Stage and Floor Shows 

\\ N Dietary Observance e 
\ L. ALLAN KIRSCHBAUM, Manager 
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NEW YORK 








Filtered Pool @ Sun Solariums 


Moderate Rates 


‘; « Phone FALLSBURG 200 





our delectable summer assort- 
ment of your favorite licorice 
candies, from tender jellies to 
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chewey “iron hats”. 606 lb. 
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Pioneer Women's 
Organization 


$25,000 Transmitted to 
Palestine for Air-Raid Shelters 
and Evacuation of Children 


Since the war has spread through 
the Mediterranean, affecting the Near 
East including Palestine, the Pioneer 
Women’s Organization has raised a 
special fund of $25,000 for air-raid 
shelters and evacuation of children 
among its clubs throughout the United 
States and Canada and cabled the sum 
to the Working Women’s Council in 
Tel Aviv. 


In acknowledging its receipt of the 
money, the Working Women’s Coun- 
cil cabled its appreciation for the 
funds which, they said, contributed 
towards the training of hundreds of 
unemployed women and their support 
during the summer, helped to supply 
meals to 5,000 children of the unem- 
ployed, the building of air-raid shelt- 
ers for training farms and children’s 
institutions of the Moatzath Hapo- 
aloth and the evacuation of children. 
In addition, thousands of women are 
being organized for manifold defense 
tasks. 


Vocational School 
Project Continued 


Throughout the summer the mem- 
bership has continued its intensive 
summer project for the erection of a 
Vocational School for Girls in Ra- 
math Gan, near Tel Aviv. Various 
affairs, such as lawn-parties, teas and 
picnics are being arranged in order 
to promote the sale of bricks. It is 
expected that by the end of the sum- 
mer a considerable sum will have been 
raised in order that construction of the 
building may begin soon. 


Pioneer Women’s Day 
at World's Fair 


The National Executive of the 
P. W. O. proclaimed June 18th as 
Pioneer Women’s Day at the World’s 
Fair. The program, beginning at 
1:30 and continuing through the eve- 
ning included a lecture by Dr. Bere, 
“The Role of the Woman in the Up- 
building of Palestine,” addresses by 
Dvora Rothbard and Dr. Sonya Ka- 
menetsky, the laying of a wreath at 
the Eternal Light in the Palestine 
Pavilion by Rebecca’ Block and Jewish 
and chalutz songs rendered by Mascha 
Benya. Another program was con- 
ducted by the P. W. O. on July 26th 
in connection with the Herzl Memo- 
rial Meeting of the Jewish National 
Fund in the Diorama Hall of the 
Palestine Pavilion. Speakers included 
Marie Syrkin, on Herzl, Manya Sho- 
chat, on Pioneer Women’s Work in 
Palestine, Sara Feder, chairman. 





Summer Programs 


Special Pioneer Women’s programs 
were held at vacation resorts in the 
course of the summer: Unser Camp: 
July 5th—an afternoon program with 
Alta Sher, secretary of the N. Y. 
Council. July 28—Sara Feder at the 
J. N. F. Program. She also held a 
conference with members of N. Y. 
and vicinity, discussing Pioneer Wo- 
men’s summer work. August 11— 
Dr. May Bere, speaker on Histadrut 
Program and on the 24th, address: 
“The Problems of the Working Wo- 
man in Eretz Israel and the Role of 
the Moatzath Hapoaloth.” Pine Lake: 
July 19th—Presentation of P. W. O.. 
film, ‘““Women at Work in Palestine’; 
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Dr. Bere, guest speaker. Renana: 
August 4th—Dr. Sonya Kamenetsky, 
guest speaker at a program arranged 
by Downtown and Cooperative Club 
members living in the colony. League 
Seminar: Dvora Rothband—“Pioneer 
Women in America; Dr. M. Bere— 
“The Woman in Palestine’. Kay's 
Inn: Mania Shochat was guest speaker 
at a successful affair at which funds 
were raised for the Vocational School 
for Girls in Tel Aviv; Chaver Green. 
blatt, chairman. Sea Gate: Literary 
evening arranged by the Sea Gate 
Club; P. M. Raskin, poet, spoke on 
Trends in Yiddish Poetry, his daugh. 
ter Shulamith reading from his works. 
Musical program rendered by Madam 





Heinz Vegetarian 
Beans, in Rich, Tasty 
Tomato Sauce, Are 
Thoroughly Baked 


@ When beans are really baked 
.-. not boiled, mind you... 
they are tender and mellow... 
a “maichel”. A quick and easy 
dish to serve for either a mil- 
chig or a fleishig meal. Just 








The Whole Family 
Will Enjoy! 


Approved by 
The UNION OF 
ORTHODOX JEWISH 
rere) fe]; 4 2e7- WE) BS 
OF AMERICA 
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Rupinskaya, singer, Miss Sohn, folk 
songs and Miss Edelstein, pianist; 
Eliza Greenblatt, chairman. 


The New Season 
Following Labor Day. clubs will re- 


sume the various activities of Pioneer 
Women’s work. Regional conferences 


are being planned for September, 
quotas are being set and it is expected 
that the 1940-41 season will be the 
most intensive and productive in the 
history of the Pioneer Women’s Or- 
ganization. 
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Vacation time here means corps., public 


MENU an incomparable setting, 
Swimming: Io our abundant sports and 
uxuri adult diversions, fascin- and for students 
ag — ating friendships,  invit- managerial experience. 
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&. a Dietitian! : 


ONE YEAR INTENSIVE COURSE QUALIFIES 


YOU FOR A POSITION AS DIETITIAN 
















schools, hotels, 


steamships, _ institutions, 


orgs., dept. stores, resorts, food con- 
sultants, etc. Restaurant operated by 
affords _ practical 
Co-Ed. Age 
placement service. Licensed by N. Y. 
State. Catalog 11. 


NEW YORK INSTITUTE OF. DIETETICS 
660 Madison Ave., N-Y.C. Tel: REgent 4-2207. > 
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Self Help and Mutual Aid 


FOR YOURSELF and OUR PEOPLE 


Are you in need of cooperative protec- 
tion against the cost of sickness, acci- 
dent, hospitalization or life insurance? 
Are you looking for intelligent com- 
radeship and a well planned program 
of activities in the Jewish national, 

Zionist, cultural and social field? 
The Jewish National Workers’ Alli- 
ance, the most progressive Jewish 
fraternal order in America, offers 

you both. 

The benefit system of the Alliance 
is modern, scientific and low-cost, 
and offers the same policy privi- 

leges as in the largest insurance 
companies. 
The more than 250 branches of 
the Alliance are in the fore- 
front of Jewish communal life 
and afford the members the 
opportunity for social con- 
tact and a maximum of self- 
expression. 


additional benefit. 


If You Are Already a Member in the Alliance—Why 
Not Increase Your Insurance at Slight Extra Cost? 


You can take out additional insurance in the Alliance at a cost lower 
than in most insurance companies. 

your family get this extra protection. 
secretary or the General Office how you may obtain this low-cost 


For your sake and for the sake of 
Inquire at once from your branch 











The fraternal benefits of the Alliance 
include: 


Policies for Whole-Life, 15 or 20 Pay- 
ment, or Term-to-age 70, from $100 
to $3,000. 


Disability for $6, $10 or $15 per week, 
for 24 weeks in the year. 
Sanatorium arrangements and 
extra $100 consumption benefit. 
Hospitalization Insurance plans for 
the member and his family. 
Medical services, and funeral 
and cemetery benefits in most 
cities. 


Credit unions and cooperative 
services in many cities. 

Relief fund for needy mem- 
bers, and a fund for the aged. 
Juvenile Insurance on Term- 
to-age 18 and Endowment 
plans at lowest rates. 

















JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS ALLIANCE 


The Labor Zionist Fraternal Order 


251 FOURTH AVENUE 


NEW YORK CITY 
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TEST YOUR 
LITERARY 


Free..= 


(if you accept the Saturday Review's offer) 





What was Benjamin Frank- 
lin’s feminine pen-name? 
What dog from a standing 
uel pulled gq 1000-pound, 


What is the best-selling 
Novel of all time? 


Who, for three generations, 
taught Latin at the Brook- 
field school for boys? 


play : Which super-sleuth was a 

for recreation? brilliant Shakespearean 

Who shot herself. hoping actor who retired when 
that @ sound would he became deaf, and 
warn her lover of his im- turned his talents to crime 
minent capture? detection? 


What game did Cleopatra 


Wen send you the answers to these, and over a 
hundred more, in a fascinating booklet of Literary Quizzes—FREE 
to book-readers who take advantage of the liberal offer below! 
Accept this gift of several whole evenings full of entertainment— 
and at the same time receive FIFTEEN full issues of America's 
leading literary magazine. 


The Saturday Review 


of LirERATURE 


offers you the Literary Quiz 

booklet and a substantial saving 

on 15 weekly issues for only 
Accept our Introductory Offer 
now: the next 15 weekly issues 
for only $1—and get the Col- 


lection of Literary Quizzes de- 
scribed above, itself, a dollar's 
worth of fun, FREE! Merely 
pin a dollar to the coupon 
below, and mail it to us, with 
your name and address. (Some 
of the Quizzes have appeared 
in the SRL. Offer limited to 
new subscribers.) 


Send This Coupon Today! 


Since you are interested in books, authors and 
literature, we would like you to know the 
Sataurday Review week after week. It is the 
only weekly in America devoted exclusively to 
literary criticism, news of literary events, per- 
sonalities and literary trends. Each year we 
bring our thousands of readers scores of 
articles, editorials, discussions, reviews, liter- 
ary puzzles, and gossip about writers, books, 
and literary thought. A list of our contri- 
butors and reviewers in the past ten years 
would include nearly every distinguished per- 
son of letters on two sides of the Atlantic. 
Our editorial board is: Norman Cousins, 
Elmer Davis, Henry Seidel Canby, Amy Love- 
man and Harrison Smith; contributing editors, 
Christopher Morley and William Rose Benet. 


(Dept. D15) 


The SATURDAY REVIEW 
420 Madison Avenue, New York City 


Please send me ‘‘A Collection of Literary Quizzes,’ and the 


next 15 weekly issues of the Saturday Review. Enclosed find $1. 


Name. 





Address. 
4 








City. 
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For Distinction on Social 
Occasions 


For Dependability in 
Business 


Whichever you desire, your message on the blue 


blank assures complete satisfaction. 


Use POSTAL TELEGRAPH in your social activities 
for good form, good taste and good impression, 


Use POSTAL TELEGRAPH in your business for 


speed, for accuracy and for dependability. 
To telegraph, telephone 


Postal Telegraph 


Charges will appear on your telephone bill 











“THE ONE MAGAZINE’ 


“It is the one magazine that I can bear to read 


in these times,’ declared a noted author about 
the JEWISH FRONTIER. 


If you have not subscribed, do so today. If 
you are already a subscriber, why not intro- 
duce your friends to “the one magazine.” It 
makes an excellent gift. 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER—FOR $1.00 ; 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


275 Seventh Avenue 
New York City 


I enclose $1 for your trial offer of 8 months. 


Name 





Address 








City 











